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Impact and Needs/Requirements Assessment (INRA)
Initial Screening

Initial screening needs to take place for all new policies, strategies, procedures and
functions. This stage must be completed at the earliest opportunity to determine whether it
is necessary to undertake an INRA for this activity.

Name of Policy, Strategy or
Function:

The Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy

Lead Officer (responsible for
assessment):

John Tanswell, Principal EHO (Domestic)

Department: Environmental Services

Others Involved in the Assessment
(i.e. peer review, external challenge): Nicole Pema, Principal HR Officer

Date Initial Screening Completed: March 2011

(a) What is the activity trying to achieve? i.e. what are its aims and objectives? Is it
affected by external drivers for change?

The Policy sets out how the local authority will support local people, work with other
agencies, volunteer and community organisations and business to provide wide ranging
assistance for housing renewal. It demonstrates the local authority commitment to
ensuring that good quality housing and housing services are available to all within the
District and identifies the close links between housing and health.

It is a legal requirement under the Regulatory Reform Order to publish the policy. However
implementation is defined locally.

(b) Who are its main beneficiaries? i.e. who will be affected by the policy and the way
the service is delivered?

Homeowners
Landlords and agents and their associations
Tenants
Empty property owners
Involved agencies (Care & Repair)
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(c) Does this activity have the potential to cause an impact (positive, negative or
neutral) on different groups in the community, on the grounds of:
(please tick all that apply):

Ethnicity Age 
Gender Religion and Belief
Disability  Sexuality

Please explain any impact identified:

There are no negative impacts on any specific groups, as the policy aims to support ALL
vulnerable groups to improve housing conditions across the board.

The disabled facilities grants play a positive role in addressing inequality by targeting the
resources available to those in the greatest need of assistance due to their age or
disability, to enable them to continue living in their own homes.

The Council also helps to fund a home improvement agency service that provides
services targeted at elderly, vulnerable and disabled people.

Grants and loans are means tested which does have an adverse impact on anyone not on
a low income, but this is carried out in accordance with government guidance.

(d) If you have identified an adverse impact, does it disadvantage or
discriminate unfairly against any of the groups in a way that is
unlawful? This is more likely to occur in services that are customer facing,
particularly where judgements need to be made by Council staff about
access or entitlement to services or opportunities.

NO

(e) What Information or background data is currently available to assist with making
the judgements above?

Service specific information from the Home Improvement Agency.
Demographics on housing provision and population from the Private Sector Stock

Condition Survey, April 2010.
Consultation with Care and Repair, Housing Associations, other services within East

Cambridgeshire District Council, the Consultee Register for Housing and
Environmental Issues, Occupational Therapists, appropriate Voluntary Organisations
and Councillors.
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If the answer to question (d) is YES, then it is necessary to proceed with a full equality
impact assessment. If the answer is NO, then this judgement and your response to the
above questions will need to be countersigned by your Head of Service/Executive
Director, and then referred to the Council’s Equal Opportunities Working Group (EOWG)
for scrutiny and verification. Please forward completed and signed forms to Nicole Pema,
Principal HR Officer.

Signatures:

Completing Officer: John Tanswell Date: 23/03/11

Head of Service: Liz Knox Date: 23/03/11


