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AGENDA ITEM NO. 10

TOWN CENTRES WORKING PARTY MINUTES

Minutes of a Meeting held at E-Space North, Wisbech Road, l/ftleport
on Wednesday, 26™ March 2014 at 2.00pm

PRESENT

Councillor Tom Kerby (Chairman)
Councillor David Ambrose Smith
Councillor Sheila Friend-Smith MBE
Councillor James Palmer

OTHERS

City of Ely Councillor Lis Every
City of Ely Councillor John Yates
Tracey Harding — Team Leader Tourism & [Town Ce

re $ervices

Offics

%
=

received from Cgunci Fred Browndnd Rosemary

S|OF INTEREST

ere were no|dec¢laratipns of interest.

I was resolved:

;n)é of the meeting held on 27" September 2013 be

LY CITY CENTRE WORKSHOP SUMMARY AND ACTION PLAN

The Working Party considered a report, reference N255, previously circulated,
on the Ely City Centre Workshop summary and action plan.
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Councillor Sheila Friend-Smith joined the meeting at this point, 2:03pm.

The Economic Development Officer advised the Working Party that the
Council was looking to build on relationships with retailers, businessgs and
organisations within Ely. A number of retail visits had been undertakgn with

were
profile
s haq been
ing to

numbjer of peqgple
sure that the idgas
This |had been a
uld help stimulate

ealed that events
s could get more

mbrose Smith would/like to see something similar in
uld be f

noted that a lot of events went on in the city and retailers
wanted to| be involyed. [The City Council were looking to support annual
events but they heeded to |be pulled together.

Councilldr Shejla Fr?émith informed the Working Party of the work of the
Friends of Jupilee Gardens and the dancing event they would be staging.
She noted fhat the Isle of Ely Festival had not been included in the
programme/of events. The Festival would be launched and promoted through
postcards/and leaflets, showing that the Festival covered every part of the

recent walkabout of the city centre showed that the majority of shopfronts
lacked maintenance. This was the responsibility of the landlords, not the
tenants. Councillor Lis Every stated that the City Council were looking to
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25.

group places to identify the people responsible. The Cathedral had been
approached about the toilets near Sacrist Gate due to their poor condition.
This needed to be addressed as it could affect tourism.

Councillor James Palmer noted that Soham had the same proplem with

about the use and emptying of dog bins, and this ed.
Councillor John Yates thought that the Councils had som bver
signage but questioned why not for shopfronts. Therg econonyeés of

bmoved from
nd unsightly.
Leader

Councillor David Ambrose Smith wanted the recygting centr
Littleport Main Street car park, as they were in @ poor sia
The Chairman offered to approach the Counci's Waste Str{
about that issue.

Councillor James Palmer queried whether the syggested o point
would be additional to those alreddy proyided.| Heg would prefer to seg all
drop-offs made in the city ceptre on the martket squarg. Co
cautioned that the Council’ had to bg cafeful gbout the |i e city
centre bécause of the tréff plicatiohs/and thelimpact on the ideas for Fore
Hill.

It was resolved:

That\the conten e Ely Qity C Action Plan be endorsed.

LITTLEPORT RETA

ITS HEEDBA A" KD NEXT STEP

The Team Leader Tourism & TQ tre Services gave a presentation on
retall visits to Littleport apd the feedpack they had generated. The Working
Party were advised|that fen visits had taken place, the same number as Ely.
There hag been gepuine |interest and no negativity. Feedback from the visits
highlighted thaf the| town| had declined over time with low footfall during the
day| mogt fooffall was due to the elderly, young mothers and unemployed
people,/but it was better after 3:00pm when families and workers came into
the |[Main Street for top-up shopping and takeaways. Overall the appearance
of the town/centre was not too bad but could be improved and the mix of
shops was/ poor. Anti-Social behaviour had decreased, though Councillor
David Amfbrose Smith stated that this was now increasing. The Co-Op was
the hup’of the town and was very important. There was a lack of events in the
town” but there was some interest in staging some. The Littleport Life
magazine was very good, was self-supporting through advertisements, but
was a huge undertaking.

The new housing being built in the town gave huge potential and opportunities
to raise the profile of the High Street. There were a lot of strong groups in the
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town with a focus on their own agenda. There was also a lack of knowledge
about Littleport's heritage. There had been no market for some time but there
was some interest in holding one.

Councillor David Ambrose Smith was disappointed that there was nq trader
involvement in the Christmas Fair. There was some work gojng gh tp try to
bring the various groups together.

Councillor James Palmer hoped the new school would help the tqwn centre as
pupils would walk through the town.

There were a number of possible Action Plan initiatives:
e A summer event

Expansion of the Christmas event

The introduction of a market

Develop the @littleport twitter account
Provide a Residents Pack

Create a business group.

Councillor James Palmer lefi/the meeting|at this point, 3:02pm.

It was hoped that a new busi p develop ideas|and lead,

Couypcillor David A
roximately £58,(

port|Parish Council held
lilable for fown centre

i tlepoft Life to explain
ifferent groups should

n outside be |invited. If could also be presented to the
igs at alforum.\ The Team Leader Tourism & Town Centre
pest to do a separate presentation to the Parish

26. ATES

Kuild a wider working party and increase the number of

web domain for Littleport had been set up, though it was time consuming
and thoughts had to be given to how best to use the web to support the town.
There was a food bank in Littleport that was being well used.

The meeting closed at 3:23pm.
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