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1.0 ISSUE 

1.1. Members are requested to consider and approve the transfer of the play area and 
adjacent surfaced ball games area at Victoria Green, Witchford to Witchford Parish 
Council. 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2.1. Members are requested to: 

(i) Agree the transfer of the play area and adjacent surfaced ball games area
to Witchford Parish Council on the terms set out in paragraph 4.1 of this
report; and

(ii) Authorise the Director Legal & Monitoring Officer to proceed accordingly.

3.0 BACKGROUND/OPTIONS 

3.1. The District Council acquired the public open space at Victoria Green, Witchford 
from the developers in 2007 and the Council have maintained it as public open 
space and play area. The District Council has been responsible for maintenance, 
insurance, repairs and regular inspections of the play area by RoSPA (Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Accidents). 

3.2. Witchford Parish Council initially contacted the Council in March 2023 and 
correspondence has ensued to clarify the areas the Parish Council wish to acquire 
and the terms on which the District Council would consider such a transfer.  The 
Parish Council have confirmed that they would wish to acquire both the play area 
and adjacent surfaced ball games.   

4.0 ARGUMENTS/CONCLUSION(S) 

4.1. The Council has received previous requests for the transfer of play areas in Little 
Thetford and Stretham to their Parish Councils which have been granted. If 
Members agree the transfer of the play area and ball games area to the Parish 
Council, it is recommended that the transfer would be on the same terms as 
transfers to Stretham and Little Thetford Parish Council and would therefore 
include the following terms: 

a) For the consideration of £5 (Five Pounds);
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b) That the Parish Council will, at its own expense, maintain the land as a
children’s play area and surfaced ball game area;

c) A restrictive covenant is placed on the Transfer that the land can only be
used for the purposes of a children’s public play area and surfaced ball
game area;

d) The Parish Council will, at its own expense, keep the land in a clean and
tidy condition and will maintain any play equipment/recreative structures
in a good and safe condition;

e) The Parish Council will, at its own expense, erect (if necessary) and
maintain child proof fencing along all boundaries of the land;

f) The Parish Councill will not construct or erect or allow to be constructed
or erected any building or other structure on the land apart from any play
equipment/recreative structures; and

g) Each party will be liable for their own legal costs.

4.2. If the play area and adjacent ball games area were transferred to the Parish 
Council, the District Council would be free of any further obligation in relation to 
both areas and would not be responsible for maintenance, insurance, repairs and 
inspections by RoSPA.  

4.3. If the areas are retained, the District Council would continue to be responsible for 
maintenance, insurance, repairs and regular inspections of the play area by 
RoSPA.  

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS / EQUALITY IMPACT STATEMENT / CARBON 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1. There are no additional financial implications arising from this report. The District 
Council currently owns and maintains this area and if Members agree the transfer 
the land as requested, the Parish Council will be liable for future upkeep and 
maintenance.  

5.2. Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) not required. 

5.3. Carbon Impact Assessment (CIA) not required. 

6.0 APPENDICES 

Letter from Witchford Parish Council and attachments dated 23rd May 2023 with 
plan and example draft Transfer document.  

Background Documents: 

Email correspondence - Director Legal and Witchford Parish Council and letter dated 23rd 
May 2023 from Witchford Parish Council, with attachments.  
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