P19-2539
13 June 2022
Strategic Planning Team
East Cambridgeshire District Council
The Grange
Ely
Cambridgeshire CB7 4EE
By Email only
Dear Sir / Madam
East Cambridgeshire Local Plan - Single Issue Review (of its 2015 Local Plan)
Proposed Submission Stage (Reg 19), May 2022
I write further to the consultation identified above on behalf of my client, Vistry Homes. My
comments follow on from my previous submissions made to Stage 2 in May 2021 and February
2022, each of which were submitted by email. This third consultation does not address the
fundamental issues raised in those previous submissions and therefore those comments remain
relevant. I rely on the comments made in those submissions and do not seek to repeat comments
previously made.
It is noted under Proposal 5 that the Council, following consideration of the Broad Piece, Soham
appeal decision1, has taken the step of amending supporting text to Policy GROWTH 1 to state that
‘the principle of development coming forward on the Broad Areas is now established’. Whilst I have
no objection to the inclusion of this statement in the supporting text, I do not consider the amends
go far enough to resolve the issues raised by the Appeal Inspector in the above referenced
decision.
The issues extend beyond just the Broad Areas. The Appeal Inspector states ‘…that the ECLP has
not been effective in meeting housing needs since the beginning of the plan period and casts
further doubt as to whether the Council’s locational strategy can be relied upon to significantly
boost housing delivery in line with the National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework).’ This
is a clear reason to investigate the appropriateness of relying on the standard method to address
the housing needs of the District –Awhich has not been done so by the Council. This includes the
failure of the current Local Plan to provide sufficient affordable housing, leading to a prolonged
shortfall in affordable housing provision in the District.
Following on from the above, the Appeal Inspector also states ‘…it can no longer be said that
sufficient housing can and will be accommodated within the defined settlement envelopes. This
is particularly so when the plan itself anticipated that development outside of the envelopes
would at some point be needed within the plan period, at the broad locations identified.’ AnA
amend to the supporting text does not go sufficiently far enough to resolve this. An amend to
Policy GROWTH 2 is also required to confirm that development outside of settlement envelopes
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