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1. Introduction and Policy Context 
 

Introduction 

1.1 East Cambridgeshire District Council is reviewing its Local Plan, which was last adopted in 

April 2015.  The new Local Plan, which is hoped to be adopted in 2018, will provide a 

framework for development in the district until 2036 and beyond.   

 

1.2 This Evidence Report (which is one of a collection) provides background information and 

justification for policy LP33, which relates to residential annexes. 

 

  National policy 

1.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in March 2012 and the 

National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) was introduced in 2014 which offers ‘live’ 

government guidance. 

 

1.4 One of the core planning principles (para 17) is that planning should “always seek to secure 

high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of 

land and buildings”. 

 

1.5 Furthermore, section 7 of the NPPF concerns “Requiring good design” and there is a 

separate section on “Plan-making”. The following paragraphs are particularly relevant: 

 

 Paragraph 53- Local planning authorities should consider the case for setting out 

policies to resist the inappropriate development of residential gardens, for example 

where development would cause harm to the local area. 

 

 Paragraph 58- Local and neighbourhood plans should develop robust and 

comprehensive policies that set out the quality of development that will be expected for 

the area. …Planning policies and decisions should aim to ensure that developments… 

establish a strong sense of place… respond to local character and history, and reflect 

the identity of local surroundings and materials, while not preventing or discouraging 

appropriate innovation… and are visually attractive as a result of good architecture and 

appropriate landscaping. 

 

 Paragraph 61- Although visual appearance and architecture of individual buildings are 

very important factors, securing high quality design goes beyond aesthetic 

considerations. Therefore, planning policies… should address the connections 

between people and places and the integration of new development into the natural, 

built and historic environment. 

 

 Paragraph 64- Permission should be refused for development of poor design that fails 

to take the opportunities available for improving the character and quality of an area 

and the way it functions. 

 

1.6 The NPPG also includes guidance on design. Specifically, paragraph 001 highlights that 

“achieving good design is about creating places, buildings, or spaces that work well for 

everyone, look good, last well and will adapt to the needs of future generations” (reference 
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ID 26-001-20140306). Paragraph 002 goes on to outline that good design can ensure that 

development delivers a wide range of planning objectives; enhances the quality buildings 

and spaces by considering, amongst other things, form and function. Paragraph 024 sets 

out that “New development should look to respond appropriately to the existing layout of 

buildings… to ensure that adjacent buildings relate to each other…” 

 

1.7 The above NPPF policy and NPPG guidance has been taken into account in preparing the 

Local Plan as a whole, and policy LP33 in particular. 

 

2 East Cambridgeshire Context in Relation to Policy LP1 
 

2.1 Within East Cambridgeshire, there has been a high volume of recent proposals for 

residential annexe development, and the potential for considerable impact upon the 

amenity of residents (both occupiers and neighbours) and potential impact on the character 

of the local areas. In order to ensure that development of this type is appropriate for its 

setting and not detrimental to the amenity of residents a clear policy position to deal with 

these proposals is required. 

 

3 Local Plan Policy: Preliminary Draft 
 

3.1 The Preliminary Draft Local Plan (February 2016) did not include a policy relating to 

residential annexes.  

4 Local Plan Policy: Further Draft 

4.1 The Further Draft version of the Local Plan (published for consultation in January – 

February 2017) did not include a policy relating to residential annexes. 

 

4.2 Following the Further Draft consultation, it has been identified that there are existing issues 

in relation to the high volume of proposals for residential annexe developments. In order to 

provide a clear and consistent approach to such proposals a new, criteria based, policy has 

been included within the Proposed Submission version of the Local Plan. 

 

4.3 In response to the identified need for a specific policy position relating to residential 

annexes, a new policy has been included within the Plan.  

 

5 Alternative Reasonable Options 

5.1 The following alternative options have been considered for this policy. (Option 1 is the 

preferred policy approach which has been included in the Proposed Submission.)  

 

5.2 Option 2: To have no local policy and rely on national policy. This option has been 

rejected, as the number of proposals for residential annexe development received by the 

Council has identified a need for a locally specific policy. 
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6 Conclusion  

6.1 This Evidence Report demonstrates the rationale for the proposed policy as contained in 

the Proposed Submission Local Plan (November 2017). We hope this helps demonstrate 

how we have responded to the identification of the issues arising as a result of a high 

volume of annexe proposals, as well as how the latest evidence and national guidance has 

been taken into account.  

  


