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1. Introduction and Policy Context 
 

Introduction 

1.1 East Cambridgeshire District Council is reviewing its Local Plan, which was last adopted in 

April 2015.  The new Local Plan, which is hoped to be adopted in 2018, will provide a 

framework for development in the district until 2036 and beyond.   

 

1.2 This Evidence Report (which is one of a collection) provides background information and 

justification for policy LP1, which relates to a presumption in favour of sustainable 

development. 

 

  National policy 

1.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in March 2012 and the 

National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) was introduced in 2014 which offers ‘live’ 

government guidance. 

 

1.4 Sustainable development is at the heart of the NPPF. Paragraphs 18 to 219 set out the 

Government’s view of what sustainable development means in practice for the planning 

system in England. The following points are particularly relevant:  

 

 Paragraph 6 – “The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the 

achievement of sustainable development.”  

 

 Paragraph 8 – “...to achieve sustainable development, economic, social and 

environmental gains should be sought jointly and simultaneously through the 

planning system. The planning system should play an active role in guiding 

development to sustainable solutions.”  

 

 Paragraph 14 – “At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework is a 

presumption in favour of sustainable development, which should be seen as a 

golden thread running through both plan-making and decision-taking.” 

 

 Paragraph 15 – “Policies in Local Plans should follow the approach of the 

presumption in favour of sustainable development so that it is clear that 

development which is sustainable can be approved without delay. All plans should 

be based upon and reflect the presumption in favour of sustainable development, 

with clear policies that will guide how the presumption should be applied locally.” 

  

1.5 The NPPG (Reference ID: 12-011-20140306) highlights paragraphs 14 and 15 of the NPPF 

and confirms that “…Local Plans should be based upon and reflect the presumption in 

favour of sustainable development.” 

 

1.6 The above NPPF policy and NPPG guidance has been taken into account in preparing the 

Local Plan as a whole, and policy LP1 in particular. 
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1.7 It should also be noted that, whilst not explicit in either the NPPF or NPPG, there is an 

expectation by Ministers and the Planning Inspectorate for a policy relating to the 

presumption in favour of sustainable development to be incorporated within a Local Plan. 

 

2 East Cambridgeshire Context in Relation to Policy LP1 
 

2.1 Delivering sustainable development is an essential local requirement, for reasons 

documented in detail in the East Cambridgeshire Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

and other evidence documents. 

  

2.2 There is also a strong corporate commitment to sustainable development, with the 

Council’s corporate plan clearly linked to many of the threads associated with sustainable 

development. 

 

3 Local Plan Policy: Preliminary Draft 
 

3.1 The Preliminary Draft Local Plan (February 2016) contained a policy entitled ‘A 

Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development’. A few representations were made on 

the policy, and in summary the key issues raised for the policy were: 

 

 Various comments broadly supporting the policy and sustainable development 

 One objection was lodged to this policy, though this related more to an objection to 

developing on farmland and development at Ely  

 

3.2 In response to the comments received at the Preliminary Draft stage, together with further 

consideration of existing or new evidence, the policy was not amended for the Further Draft 

Local Plan. 

  

3.3 The objection relating to farmland and development at Ely is not relevant to this policy, but 

has been taken into account in wider policy formulation elsewhere in the Local Plan.   

 

4 Local Plan Policy: Further Draft 
 

4.1 The wording of the policy and supporting text in the Further Draft version of the Local Plan 

was unchanged from the Preliminary Draft version. The Further Draft was published for 

consultation in January – February 2017.  

 

4.2 A few  representations were made on the policy, mostly in support, and in summary the key 

issues raised were: 

 

 General support for this policy. Growth should be supported by required infrastructure. 

 Some concern that the Screening Report for the Habitats Regulations Assessment has 

not adequately assessed the combined effects of increased recreational pressures from 

all developments which may be considered significant.  Wicken Fen (& Chippenham 

Fen), Ouse Washes, Devil's Dyke and Breckland could be affected. 

 Need to preserve ancient woods which are irreplaceable.  With only 2.4% of the land 

area in Great Britain covered by ancient woodland. 
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 Some consider that Littleport has too much housing growth that is unlikely to be 

delivered.  Some of this housing growth could be distributed in line with the Growth 

Study. 

 The concept of 'material considerations’ in the policy could include extant planning 

permission/s, positive pre application discussions and proposals for allocated or 

unallocated sites and viability requirements associated with sites. 

 

4.3 In response to the comments received at the Further Draft stage, together with further 

consideration of existing or new evidence, the policy has not been amended for the 

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan. 

  

4.4 Most of the concerns are wider issues or more relevant to other policy areas, and are 

therefore considered elsewhere. The concept of ‘material consideration’ is discussed in the 

National Planning Policy Framework (as well as via case law) and it is unnecessary to 

expand on this in the Local Plan. 

 

5 Alternative Reasonable Options 

5.1 The following alternative options have been considered for this policy. (Option 1 is the 

preferred policy approach which has been included in the Proposed Submission Draft.)  

 

5.2 Option 2: To have no local policy and rely on national policy. This option has been 

rejected, as a policy on the presumption in favour of sustainable development is standard 

text required to be included in all Local Plans, as expected by Central Government and the 

Planning Inspectorate  

6 Conclusion  

6.1 This Evidence Report demonstrates the rationale for the policy as contained in the 

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan (November 2017).  It is hoped this helps 

demonstrate how we have responded to comments received during the consultation 

stages, as well as how the latest evidence and national guidance has been taken into 

account.  

 


