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Introduction 

Purpose  

1.1. This Infrastructure Investment Plan (IIP) has been prepared to inform the Local Plan1 
and forms part of the evidence base. The purpose of this IIP is to: 

 

 Identify specific infrastructure items which are required to support the scale of 
development being planned for; 

 Indicate the point in time when such infrastructure items will be needed; 

 Estimate the likely (indicative) cost of provision and potential sources of funding; 
and 

 Categorise infrastructure items by priority. 
 
1.2. At the time of writing this IIP, the Local Plan is at a ‘Proposed Submission’ stage. The 

content of this IIP has been informed by technical evidence, feedback from several 
previous stages of Local Plan public consultation, and engagement with technical 
stakeholders including service providers and parish councils. This IIP will be 
published alongside the Proposed Submission Local Plan; comments are welcomed. 

 
1.3. The IIP does not take decisions on the funding or delivery of infrastructure. Existing 

governance arrangements are in place to take such decisions. However, it is 
intended that this IIP will provide an important resource in informing such decisions.  

Context 

1.4. The East Cambridgeshire Local Plan sets out the strategic vision and policies to guide 
the direction of future development in East Cambridgeshire to 2036. In particular 
the Local Plan (Policy LP2) identifies that over the period 2016 to 2036, 10,835 new 
homes will be delivered and 6,000 additional jobs will be generated.  

 
1.5. This growth is distributed across the district principally through the Local Plan’s site 

allocations. Generally, the Local Plan makes site allocations for settlements 
classified by the settlement hierarchy as ‘Main Settlements’, ‘Large Villages’ and 
‘Medium Villages’. Site allocations are generally not included for Small Villages. 

 
1.6. All settlements identified by the Settlement Hierarchy have a Development 

Envelope, demarcating the extent of the built area.  Within the Development 
Envelope, policy LP3 indicates that growth will, in principle, generally be acceptable. 
All settlements will therefore receive some growth. 

 
1.7. Policy LP5 seeks to facilitate Community-led development, including at unallocated 

sites, including in locations outside of development envelopes (i.e. the countryside). 
Policy LP31 enables certain forms of development in the countryside (e.g. affordable 
housing exception sites, dwellings for rural workers, re-use and conversion of non-
residential buildings, etc.).   

                                                           
1
 Full details of which are available to view on the district's Council's website: https://eastcambs.gov.uk/local-

development-framework/planning-policy 

https://eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/planning-policy
https://eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/planning-policy
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1.8. The Local Plan therefore provides opportunities for growth in all settlements (and in 

some limited circumstances, the countryside) over the course of the plan period.   
 
1.9. To deliver sustainable development it is essential that growth is supported by the 

provision of new infrastructure and investment in existing infrastructure.      
 
1.10. Policy LP16: Infrastructure to Support Growth states that  

 
Planning permission will only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there is, or will 
be, sufficient infrastructure capacity to support and meet all the necessary requirements 
arising from the proposed development...  

 
1.11. It is therefore essential to plan for infrastructure provision alongside housing and 

jobs growth. 

Infrastructure types 

1.12. This IIP identifies infrastructure relating to the following themes: 
 

 Education; 

 Health, Social Care and Wellbeing Infrastructure; 

 Emergency Services; 

 Community Facilities; 

 Open Space and Green Infrastructure; 

 Transport Infrastructure; 

 Utilities. 
 
1.13. This list of infrastructure themes has been informed by the Planning Act 2008’s (as 

amended) definition of infrastructure, and reflects statutory duties of public and 
private sector organisations and wider policy objectives. 

 
1.14. This IIP should be read alongside the Transport Strategy for East Cambridgeshire 

(TSEC), which was prepared by Cambridgeshire County Council. The TSEC identifies a 
number of transport infrastructure requirements to meet existing deficiencies and to 
support growth in the district. The TSEC sets out an Action Plan which details a programme 
of transport infrastructure schemes, including delivery timescale, projected costs and 
potential sources of funding. Consequently, whilst transport infrastructure requirements 
are discussed in this Infrastructure Investment Plan, specific projects are not listed in the 
schedule in appendix 1. 

 
1.15. The infrastructure identified in this IIP is generally strategic in nature, insofar that its 

delivery is necessary to meet the strategic or cumulative needs of Local Plan growth 
across the district, or within a specific locality or geographic area. Generally, 
infrastructure which is highly site-specific in nature is not included within the IIP (for 
example, on-site open space, site highway access improvements, etc.). 
Requirements for site-specific infrastructure will normally be indicated in a site’s 
corresponding Local Plan policy or will be specified through planning conditions or 
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obligations during the planning application process. Further information is provided 
in the Council’s Planning Obligations SPD.  

 
1.16. Chapter 7 of the Local Plan includes a unique Infrastructure and Community 

Facilities policy for each town and village identified in the Settlement Hierarchy. The 
policy reflects local priorities, informed by public consultation and engagement with 
Parish Councils.  Some local priorities reflect the infrastructure themes in Section 3 
(for example, local people are often acutely aware when primary school places or 
health facilities are at capacity.) Other local priorities are less critical for the delivery 
of growth and support the community’s wider needs and aspirations, and should 
therefore be considered ’desirable’ in prioritisation terms (see para 1.17). Such 
infrastructure items are generally not discussed in this IIP.   

Prioritisation 

1.17. All infrastructure projects identified in this IIP are considered necessary to meet 
growth needs. Additionally, infrastructure can be prioritised to reflect its 
relationship to the delivery of growth and wider sustainability objectives. This IIP 
assigns one of the following prioritisation categories to infrastructure items: 

 

 Critical infrastructure:- Infrastructure that must happen to enable growth i.e. the 
first element required to unlock any future works, without which development 
cannot proceed. 

 Essential infrastructure:- Infrastructure that is considered necessary in order to 
mitigate impacts arising from the operation of the development. These projects 
are necessary to make a development acceptable in planning terms.   

 High priority infrastructure:- Infrastructure that is required to support wider 
strategic or site-specific objectives which are set out in planning policy or is 
subject to a statutory duty. 

 Desirable infrastructure:- Infrastructure that is necessary to create a sense of 
place, and/or meet the wider needs of a community to ensure it’s vitality is 
maintained.  

Timescales 

1.18. As specified by Policy LP16, consideration must be given to the likely timing of 
infrastructure provision.  To ensure the provision of infrastructure in a timely 
manner, the Council may secure the phasing of development through planning 
condition or obligation.   

 
1.19. The need for infrastructure is interminably linked with the rate of growth. The IIP 

identifies an approximate timetable for delivery of infrastructure, informed by the 
housing trajectory2.  However, it should be noted that if the rate of housing 
development changes, so too will the requirement for infrastructure provision.  The 
timing for infrastructure delivery is described using the following categories: 
 

 

                                                           
2
 For housing trajectory see section 7 of Proposed Submission Local Plan 
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 Short term (within 1 – 5 years); 

 Medium term (within 6 – 10 years); 

 Long term (within 11 – 15 years); 

 Late plan period (16+ years). 

Funding 

1.20. Policy LP16 sets out an expectation that developers will contribute toward the 
delivery of relevant infrastructure either though direct provision, or through 
contributing financially toward the provision of local and strategic infrastructure. 
Throughout its preparation, the Local Plan has been subject to a viability assessment 
to ensure that the scale of obligations and policy requirements which a site must 
satisfy does not threaten its ability to be developed viably.  

 
1.21. East Cambridgeshire District Council is a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

Charging Authority.  CIL is collected from new development for the purpose of 
funding strategic infrastructure. The Council has published a R123 Infrastructure List 
which identifies infrastructure projects that it expects to be funded wholly or in part 
by CIL.  From time to time, it is likely the R123 Infrastructure List will be reviewed. 
CIL receipts collected by the Council will therefore provide an important funding 
source for infrastructure. 

 
1.22. A portion of CIL funds are passed to Parish & Town Councils to spend in accordance 

with local infrastructure priorities. Whilst Parish & Town Council’s have autonomy in 
making spending decisions, it is reasonable to assume Parish & Town Councils will 
contribute to infrastructure provision in their area, as the Local Plan has strived to 
ensure it is aligned with local priorities. 

 
1.23. The National Planning Policy Framework (para. 203) enables local planning 

authorities to apply conditions or planning obligations to make a development 
acceptable where it would otherwise be unacceptable.  Such conditions and 
obligations could be used to ensure the delivery of infrastructure. However, it 
should be noted that national policy and legislation includes stringent tests and 
requirements for the use of planning obligations and conditions which must be 
adhered to.  Further guidance on how planning obligations will be applied is set out 
in the Planning Obligations SPD.   

 
1.24. Whilst developer contributions play a crucial role, it is recognised that such 

resources are unlikely to meet the full cost of required infrastructure.  Funding and 
infrastructure delivery may also be supported by: 

 

 East Cambridgeshire District Council capital funds; 

 Cambridgeshire County Council; 

 Parish & Town Councils and community organisations; 

 Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority; 

 Greater Cambridgeshire & Greater Peterborough Local Enterprise Partnership; 

 Central Government; 

 National bodies such as Natural England, Historic England, Environment Agency; 
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 Utilities providers such as Anglian Water Services; 

 Service providers such as the NHS or Clinical Commissioning Group; 

 Charities and voluntary sector. 
 

Document Structure 

1.25. Following the introductory chapter, this IIP provides an overview of the Local Plan’s 

strategy for growth (chapter 2). Chapter 3 discusses infrastructure requirements by 

theme.  Chapter 4 provides a schedule of infrastructure items.  

 

1.26. Appendix 1 sets out a schedule of infrastructure required to support Local Plan 

growth, and indicates delivery timescales, prioritisation, costs and potential sources 

of funding, where this information is available.   
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2. Growth Strategy 
2.1. It is estimated that East Cambridgeshire district has approximately 36,900 existing 

dwellings3. Local Plan policy LP2 identifies a housing requirement of 10,835 new 

dwellings from 2016 to 2036. This means the district’s dwelling stock is set to grow 

by over 29% through the plan period. 

 

2.2. In addition, the Local Plan makes provision for 6,000 jobs over the plan period. It is 

estimated that in 2015 there were 37,000 jobs in total in East Cambridgeshire4. This 

represents an increase in jobs of approximately 16%. 

 

2.3. Such growth will require significant investment in infrastructure to meet the needs 

of growth, as indicated by Local Plan policy LP16. 

Local Plan Housing growth 

2.4. The Local Plan identifies site allocations (for developments of 10 or more units) at 

all Main Settlements, Large Villages and most Medium Villages. Site allocations are 

made in Small Villages only where the site has an existing consent for 10 or more 

dwellings.   

 

2.5. Table 1 indicates the percentage of the housing requirement which will be delivered 

in each Settlement Hierarchy tier. A portion of the district’s housing requirement 

will be delivered through windfall development, such as community-led 

developments or infill within Development Envelopes.  By definition, the location of 

future windfall development is not currently known. The total number of dwellings 

projected for delivery over the plan period exceeds the housing requirement. 

Table 1: Distribution of growth by Settlement Hierarchy tier 

 

  

                                                           
3
 Mid-2011 to Mid-2015 Population and Dwelling Stock Estimates available from Cambridgeshire Insight 

4
 ONS Jobs density 2017 available from Nomis 

Settlement Hierarchy Tier 
Total growth 2016-36 
as a percentage of total 
housing requirement (%) 

Main Settlements 69.4% 

Large Villages 18.1% 

Medium Villages 8.7% 

Small Villages 1.7% 

Windfall (inc. CLT development) 9.8% 

Totals 107.7% 
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2.6. As indicated by Table 1, the majority of housing growth (equivalent to 69.4% of the 

housing requirement) will take place at the Main Settlements (Ely, Littleport and 

Soham).  A lesser, but significant portion of housing growth will be delivered at 

Large Villages (equivalent to 18.1% of the housing need).   

 

2.7. Medium Villages will receive a modest proportion of overall growth (equivalent to 

8.7% of housing need). However, it should be noted that more than half of the 

growth at Medium Villages will be delivered at a single strategic development site at 

Kennett. 

Employment Growth 

2.8. The Local Plan focuses employment growth at existing business parks and 

employment areas, typically located at Main Settlements and Large Villages 

including Ely, Littleport, Soham, Fordham, Bottisham, Burwell, Haddenham, Isleham, 

Sutton and Witchford. A site allocation for employment development is identified at 

the medium village of Swaffham Prior.  The Lancaster Way Business Park located 

between Ely and Witchford includes an area designated as a national Enterprise 

Zone and provides the district’s main focus for employment growth. 

 

2.9. The Local Plan makes a number of site allocations for mixed-use developments. 

Most mixed-use site allocations are typically housing-led, but with a lesser 

proportion of employment development (and other supporting uses).  

Implications for infrastructure provision 

2.10. The Local Plan focuses the majority of growth at Main Settlements, which are 

typically best served by infrastructure. Large villages also generally offer a wide 

range of services and facilities. The Local Plan therefore directs most growth to 

those settlements which are well-served by existing infrastructure, enabling spare 

capacity to be utilised and supporting the expansion of existing infrastructure. 

 

2.11. The overall scale of growth will require significant investment in infrastructure to 

deliver sufficient infrastructure capacity, and will require infrastructure to be 

delivered in a timely fashion to ensure the needs of development are met. 

 

2.12. Policy LP16 requires all new development to be supported by, and have good access 

to, all necessary infrastructure. As affirmed by Policy LP16, planning permission will 

only be granted if it can be demonstrated that there is, or will be, sufficient 

infrastructure capacity to support and meet all the necessary requirements arising 

from the proposed development.  

 

2.13. The policy requires that development proposals consider all of the infrastructure 

implications of a scheme; not just those on the site or in its immediate vicinity. The 
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Council will enforce infrastructure provision through planning conditions or 

planning obligations, as appropriate. 
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3. Infrastructure Need by Theme 

Education 

3.1. As Local Children’s Services Authority, Cambridgeshire County Council has 

responsibility for planning and commissioning services, including education 

provision for children and young people in Cambridgeshire. The County Council has 

a number of statutory duties to ensure sufficient places in the County for children 

between the ages 5 and 16 years. It works with other partners to ensure a sufficient 

supply of 16 – 19 year places. In addition the Council has a statutory duty to ensure 

a sufficient supply of pre-school places (e.g. Day Care and/or Nursery provision) for 

children aged three and four. There is also a duty to ensure free places for eligible 

two-year olds.   

 

3.2. Cambridgeshire County Council’s Draft Planning Obligations Strategy sets out the 

County Council’s approach to delivering education infrastructure.  There is a clear 

expectation from the Department for Education (DfE) that, where additional 

capacity is a direct result of housing development, the capital funding required to 

deliver this should be sought via developer contributions.   

 

3.3. Typically ECDC secures education contributions through planning obligations, with 

the exception of Littleport where CIL funds will contribute to a new education hub. 

However, it is possible that East ECDC’s general approach will be reviewed following 

completion of the Local Plan. 

 

3.4. Cambridgeshire County Council has undertaken analysis to determine child yield 

multipliers for new developments.  These multipliers are used to calculate the 

demand for school places arising from a development and are set out in the County 

Council’s Planning Obligations Strategy.   

 

3.5. The pupil yield from new housing development will be compared to the existing 

capacity in the education system. However, it is not simply a mathematical 

calculation and, using the judgement of the County Council’s officers, will take 

account of the profile of pupil ages likely to arise from new housing and in which 

year groups there may be spare places. 

 

3.6. Where additional development takes place in existing communities which is not of a 

volume to require a new school or early years or childcare setting, but will have an 

impact on existing education and childcare provision, additional places may be 

required through expansion of existing facilities to meet this additional demand. 

 

3.7. It should be noted that whilst growth will create a need for additional capacity in 

education infrastructure, such additional school places will not all be needed at the 

same time throughout the plan period. 
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Primary Education Infrastructure Requirements 

3.8. Currently, there is limited capacity in the district’s primary schools. Additional 

housing growth will result in a need for additional primary school places, ideally 

within reasonably walking distance of new development.  

 

3.9. To facilitate single year group teaching, the County Council’s policy is to establish 

new primary schools with whole forms of entry (210 place schools = one form of 

entry (1 FE)). 

 

3.10. Through the Local Plan process, the Council has engaged with Cambridgeshire 

County Council to identify the following additional primary school infrastructure to 

meet growth needs, set out in Table 2. 

Table 2: Primary education infrastructure projects 

Settlement Project description 

Bottisham Bottisham Primary School - expansion 

Burrough Green Burrough Green CE Primary School – expansion 

Burwell Burwell Primary School - expansion 

Ely New primary school to serve strategic development site (ELY.M1) 

Fordham Fordham Primary School - expansion 

Haddenham Robert Arkenstall Primary School – expansion 

Kennett New primary school to serve strategic development site (KEN.M1) 

Little Downham Downham Feoffes Primary School – expansion 

Littleport New primary school to serve strategic development site (LIT.M2) 

Littleport Additional primary places (location TBC) 

Little Thetford Little Thetford CE Primary School – expansion 

Mepal Mepal Primary School - expansion 

Soham The Shade Primary School – expansion 

Soham St Andrews CE Primary School - expansion 

Soham The Weatheralls Primary School - expansion to serve strategic site SOH.M1 

Stretham Stretham Community Primary School - expansion 

Sutton Sutton CE VC Primary School 

Wilburton Wilburton Primary School (Expansion) 

Witchford New primary school to serve strategic development site (WFD.M1) 

 

Secondary Education Infrastructure Requirements 

3.11. Secondary schools provide for the 11-16 age range. The Council has no fixed 

position regarding the size of new secondary schools. However, as there is a direct 

correlation between the size of a school and its financial robustness, the Council 

would expect a new secondary school to be no smaller than 5FE (750 places). 

Schools larger than 11FE (1,650 places) are the exception in Cambridgeshire.   The 

Council’s policy is to establish 11-16 (years) schools unless the best option for 
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providing additional post-16 provision in response to demographic growth is 

identified as being through the establishment of an 11-19 (years) school. 

 

3.12. There are currently four secondary schools in East Cambridgeshire, each within a 

defined catchment area.  A new secondary school is currently under construction in 

Littleport. To meet the needs of growth, additional secondary school capacity is 

required.  This will generally be funded through developer contributions (planning 

obligations or CIL receipts as appropriate) and from Cambridgeshire County 

Council’s capital budget. 

 

3.13. Through the Local Plan process, the Council has engaged with Cambridgeshire 

County Council to identify the following requirements for secondary education 

provision, set out in Table 3. 

Table 3: Secondary education infrastructure projects 

Settlement Project description 

Bottisham Current planned expansion of Bottisham Village College 

Ely Expansion of Ely Village College 

Littleport 
New 6FE secondary school at Littleport (opening Sept 2017) with future opportunities 
for expansion 

Soham Expansion of Soham Village College 

Witchford Expansion of Witchford Village College 

Early year’s provision 

3.14. Early year’s provision includes pre-schools, nurseries, playgroups and childminders.  

Early year’s provision is delivered by public sector, private sector and voluntary 

sector providers.  Of those families requiring early year’s childcare, approximately 

half require pre-school education.   

 

3.15. A new pre-school facility providing 52 places was provided at the Isle of Ely Primary 

School which opened in September 2016. 

 

3.16. In addition to growth and demographic factors, demand for childcare and early 

year’s provision can be influenced by government policy regarding funding of 

places.  

 

3.17. In its role as commissioner, Cambridgeshire County Council has a long term aim to 

secure equity of provision across Cambridgeshire. Where pressures and gaps in 

early years provision exist, it will review, commission and support the delivery of 

new high-quality provision5. 

 

                                                           
5
 Policy for Provision of Early Years Education and Childcare in Cambridgeshire (Cambridgeshire County 

Council, 2016) 



15 
 

3.18. The demand for early year’s provision will therefore be kept under review. 

Additional pre-school places will likely be delivered by Cambridgeshire County 

Council, supported by developer contributions, at primary schools across the 

district.  Other provision is expected to be delivered by the private and voluntary 

sectors. No specific projects are identified at this time. 

Special Educational Needs 

3.19. The vast majority of children with special educational needs will be educated in 

their local mainstream school with additional appropriate support from specialist 

units, usually co-located with mainstream schools. Those few children with the most 

complex and severe learning needs (approximately 1% of all Cambridgeshire 

children), will attend one of the Council’s Area Special Schools. 

 

3.20. It is likely that growth will generate a need for additional special school places.  

Cambridgeshire County Council identifies a need for a new Special School, to be 

delivered at the Littleport education campus site.  The facility is likely to be funded 

by Cambridgeshire County Council.  

Table 4: Special Educational Needs projects 

Settlement Project description 

Littleport Littleport Area Special School (New) 

 

Post-16 Education 

3.21. The Post 16 Access and Capacity Review (2013) identified an oversupply of post 16 places at 
colleges, sixth form colleges and schools across the Cambridge Partnership Area (which also 

includes Cambridge City and South Cambs District).  As such, no requirement for 
additional post-16 education places is currently identified, with an oversupply of 
places previously noted at colleges, sixth form colleges and schools across the 
district and neighbouring Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire.  Post-16 
education capacity will be kept under review, and no specific projects are identified 
at this time. 

Health, Social Care and Wellbeing Infrastructure 

3.22. Health, Social Care and Wellbeing incorporates a broad range of social 

infrastructure, including GP surgeries, healthcare centres, dentists, pharmacies, 

optometrists, community and acute hospitals, children’s centres, care and extra 

homes and day care centres.  

 

3.23. East Cambridgeshire has a relatively strong coverage of GPs and Dentists.  Each of 

the main settlements (Ely, Littleport, Soham) provides a health centre or community 

hospital and the large villages of Bottisham, Burwell, Haddenham and Sutton offer 

GP services. 
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3.24. Medical services are typically delivered by the NHS, principally through the 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group.  Local GP practices 

are organised in clusters called "Local Commissioning Groups" to commission health 

services for their local population.  

 

3.25. Cambridgeshire County Council has a number of statutory responsibilities relating to 

Public Health. Cambridgeshire Community Services provide universal services, such 

as health visitors, child health services and school nursing, targeted services such as 

Children’s Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy 

through to specialist care in hospitals and in the community for children and young 

people with the most complex needs.  

 

3.26. Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), the Local 

Authority and partners produce a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) which 

describes the future health, care and wellbeing needs of local people and identifies 

what plans need to be made so that services can meet their needs. 

 

3.27. Local Plan growth will generate a need for additional health infrastructure.  It should 

be noted that provision for acute care should be assessed at the County level. In 

calculating needs for GP and dentist provision, nationally recognised standards6 

should be applied.  These standards are: 

 

 1 GP per 1,800 people; 

 1 Dentist per 2,000 people. 

 

3.28. Based on these standards, to meet the needs of the Local Plan housing requirement, 

approximately 15 additional GPs and 14 additional dentists will be required. 

 

3.29. Currently health facilities are identified on the Regulation 123 Infrastructure List, 

meaning such infrastructure will likely be funded either wholly or in part using CIL 

receipts.  In fulfilling their statutory duties, partner agencies, such as the NHS and 

County Council, will also likely fund health infrastructure.  Planning obligations may 

be used to provide specific on-site infrastructure, where necessary and lawful.  

 

3.30. The private sector also plays a role in delivering health services, particularly dental 

services. 

 

3.31. The JSNA indicates that new communities have higher health needs which escalate 

more quickly than in more established communities and are therefore considered a 

vulnerable group.   

 

                                                           
6
 Sourced from National Health Service (GPs); Traffic light maps of Dentists distribution in England and Wales, 

2004 
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3.32. To promote good mental health and wellbeing, residents must have access to 

preventative services and early intervention to support their wellbeing as well as 

access to traditional health services (GP and hospitals etc.).  This will require a multi-

agency approach.   

 

3.33. In its Draft Planning Obligations Strategy, Cambridgeshire County Council indicates 

that, for development of a significant scale, the County Council will engage with the 

developer and local planning authority to scope the need for particular services and 

facilities.   

 

3.34. Health provision for strategic scale development (such as at Ely, Kennett, Littleport 

and Soham) will generally be met through the expansion of existing medical 

facilities. The Local Plan requires the developer of the strategic-scale development 

at Witchford to give consideration to the need for health facilities.   

 

3.35. To meet growth needs, the following health infrastructure projects are identified, as 

set out in Table 5. 

Table 5: Health infrastructure projects 

Settlement Project description 

Burwell Expansion of The Burwell Surgery 

Ely 
Redevelopment of Princess of Wales Hospital to provide a range of primary and acute 
care services 

Littleport Expansion of St George’s Medical Centre 

Soham 
Expansion of Staploe Medical Centre, facilitated by redevelopment of Soham Eastern 
Gateway site 

Witchford Consideration of need for health facilities as part of proposals for site WFD.M1 

District-wide Expansion of dental provision, locations to be determined 

 

Emergency Services 

3.36. To ensure growth creates a safe environment, it is important to ensure communities 

are supported by a suitable level of emergency service provision.  Currently 

communities are served by the following emergency services infrastructure, located 

within the district: 

 

 Police: One police station located in Ely; 

 Fire Service: Six fire stations distributed throughout the district, including at the 

Main Settlements of Ely, Littleport and Soham; 

 Ambulance Service: There is one ambulance station in the district, located at Ely. 
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Police Service 

3.37. The Council has traditionally used the following multipliers to calculate demand for 

police services: 

 

 1 police officer per 564 households; 

 1 police support staff per 757 households; and 

 1 sqm of custody accommodation per 370 households. 

 

3.38. Based on the Local Plan housing requirement and the multipliers, there is a 

requirement for 19 additional police officers, 14 additional police support staff, 

29sqm of additional custody space. 

 

3.39. The Council expects that this level of service provision will be maintained. Whilst it 

is possible to calculate a requirement for additional police service and infrastructure 

provision, at this time no specific infrastructure items are identified.  Requirements 

for additional infrastructure will be determined by Cambridgeshire Police, and will 

be funded by the police service and potentially could be supported by developer 

contributions. 

Fire Service 

3.40. Due to the current level of provision, Local Plan growth is not expected to generate 

a need for additional fire service infrastructure. 

Ambulance Service 

3.41. No additional infrastructure is identified. The level of proposed development is 

unlikely to require additional infrastructure as individual ambulances are not 

permanently stationed in stations or depots. Ambulances may be located at 

strategic locations across the district to ensure that the appropriate response times 

are met. 

Community Facilities 

3.42. Community  facilities  can  include  a  wide  range  of  facilities  and  spaces  which  

the  public  can  use  including  libraries, village halls, community centres, provision 

of children’s pre-school services, venues for community and adult learning, 

performance and creative spaces, etc.  

 

3.43. There  are  24  community  centres  and  village  halls  in  East  Cambridgeshire.  

These are relatively evenly distributed across the district. 

 

3.44. Ely provides the district’s main cultural centre, with art galleries, museums, 

conference centres and visitor attractions. 
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Community Halls 

3.45. The Council has traditionally applied a standard for community facility provision 

(111 m² per 1,000 people).  Based on the Local Plan housing requirement, this 

would equate to an additional 3,006sqm of community centre floorspace. Generally, 

the Council expects that the level of provision will continue to be maintained in 

accordance with this standard.  

  

3.46. It should be noted that the standard provides a starting point for estimating 

infrastructure requirements, and the level of provision a community actual requires 

will also be affected by local demand – either greater or lesser demand than 

available space. Some settlements (particularly the Main Settlements) may also 

benefit from a range of alternative venues where clubs, classes and groups can 

meet, such as conference venues, sports halls, museums, libraries or pubs. 

 

3.47. The Council’s Community Facilities Audit (2013) identified 26 settlements which did 

not meet the provision standard for community halls. For 20 of these settlements, it 

was found that alternative venues were available within the settlement. The 

remaining 6 settlements, without provision, were considered unlikely to have 

sufficient population to enable such a facility to be maintained viably.   

 

3.48. The Local Plan includes a chapter for each settlement in the district (see Local Plan 

Section 7: Policies for Places).  Each ‘village chapter’ includes a policy setting out a 

list of requirements for infrastructure and community facilities provision for the 

settlement.  The policy is based on ‘Village Visions’ from the Local Plan 2015 and 

workshops with Parish Councils held in 2016.  The policies were further refined 

through public consultation. Some communities identified requirements specifically 

relating to community hall provision. 

 

3.49. Large and strategic scale development sites will require on-site provision of 

community facilities as set out in the corresponding sites policy. For some sites this 

will include the provision of new or expanded community hall facilities.  For such 

sites,  the precise ‘package’ of community facilities will be determined at the 

planning application stage, in consultation with the relevant Parish Council and the 

Council’s Communities & Partnerships team. Typically community facilities will be 

provided on-site, delivered or funded by the developer, and secured through s106 

agreement. 

Libraries 

3.50. Ely offers the district’s main library & lifelong learning centre; there are four other 

libraries at Littleport, Soham and Burwell; and three library access points, located in 

Bottisham, Little Downham and Haddenham.  Additional housing growth identified 

by the Local Plan will generate a requirement for additional library services. 
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3.51. In its response to consultation on the Local Plan, Cambridgeshire County Council 

identifies two additional library infrastructure projects to support Local Plan growth.  

This includes the expansion of Burwell library, located within the grounds of the 

Village College; and the provision of a new library at Littleport. The existing library is 

at capacity and located on a constrained site.  Growth needs should be met through 

the provision of library services at a new site, preferably at a site within the town 

centre or at the strategic development site. 

Table 6: Library infrastructure projects 

Settlement Project description 

Burwell Expansion of library 

Littleport Provision of a new library facility 

 

Indoor Sports Facilities 

3.52. Sports and recreation facilities support health and wellbeing and assist in creating 
sustainable communities by providing an important contribution to the physical 
infrastructure of communities. They can provide a social focus and positively 
influence people’s perception of their neighbourhood. Generally, indoor sports 
facilities will be funded via CIL receipts (and other funding sources such as capital or 
grant funding).  

 
3.53. In 2015, the Council published the Indoor Sports Facilities Needs Assessment 

Strategy and Action Plan which identified current and future need for sports 

provision. Due to the broadly similar growth levels7, the assessment is likely to 

remain broadly relevant for the new Local Plan, but will require update at the next 

Local Plan review. 

 

3.54. The assessment identified the need for additional sports provision to meet growth 

needs, and identified a number of specific projects to meet this need.  Most 

significant is the development of a new leisure centre at Ely.  

 

3.55. Ely’s new leisure centre is currently under construction and will open to the public 

in 2018.  The new leisure centre includes an eight-lane 25m swimming pool, a 120-

station gym floor, two activity studios, four-court sports hall and artificial grass 

pitch. 

 

3.56. In Littleport, additional indoor sports facilities were delivered this year (2017) at the 

new education campus (Littleport and East Cambs Academy). In addition, the 

                                                           
7
 The Local Plan 2015 makes provision for 11,500 dwellings from 2011 – 2031.  The new Local Plan meets a 

housing requirement of 11,400 dwellings from 2014 to 2036. 
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assessment identifies the opportunity to provide additional indoor sports facilities 

at Witchford Village College.   

Table 7: Indoor sports facilities 

Settlement Project description 

Ely District Leisure Centre 

Littleport Sports facilities at Education Campus 

Witchford Expansion of sports facilities at Witchford Village College 

 

Open Space and Green Infrastructure 

3.57. East Cambridgeshire is a predominantly rural district, with good access to open 
space including formal provision (such as sports pitches) and more informal / 
natural open spaces, such as commons, fenland and the countryside, via Public 
Rights of Way and rural lanes.  Notably, Ely Country Park offers an extensive area for 
recreation and leisure, and includes internationally designated areas for wildlife 
conservation. North Ely’s requirement for sports provision will be met in close 
proximity to the site, adjacent to the new district leisure centre. 

 
3.58. For each development proposal, open space requirements will be determined in 

accordance with policy LP21: Open Space, Sports and Recreation Facilities, using 
provision standards. The most significant areas of public open space will be 
delivered on strategic sites. Typically on-site open space provision will be secured 
through planning obligations. Notably, the North Ely development (ELY.M1) will 
deliver expansion of Ely Country Park. 

 
3.59. In addition, strategic site Land south of Grange Lane (LIT.M2), will deliver a new 

Country Park. This will meet the needs of residents of the site, and also improve 
access to natural/semi-natural open space for the wider community.   

 
3.60. Policy LP20: Delivering Green Infrastructure, Trees and Woodland supports the 

implementation of the Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy (2011) which 
identifies a range of projects across the districts. 

 
3.61. Additionally, the Local Plan designates (through policy LP29) a number of Local 

Green Spaces, which are demonstrably significant to the community, for protection 
from future development. 

 
3.62. Table 8 sets out requirements for strategic open space and Green Infrastructure, 

required to meet growth needs. 
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Table 8: Open space & GI provision 

Settlement Project description 

Chippenham 
Projects identified by Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Chippenham Fen Continued reserve management; 
o Chippenham Fen Water management investigation. 

Ely Expansion of Ely Country Park 

Ely Provision of sports pitches to meet needs of North Ely (ELY.M1) 

Ely 

Projects identified by Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Ely Country Park; 
o Woodland Creation; 
o North Ely Development; 
o Ouse SuDS; 
o Sustainable Access across A10; 
o Ely Ouse Environmental stewardship schemes. 

Littleport Provision of Country Park at Land South of Grange Lane (LIT.M2) 

Littleport 

 
Projects identified by Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Littleport Urban Greenway; 
o New River Town Park; 
o Cycleway Improvements; 
o Woodland Creation; 

Soham 

Projects identified by Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Soham Commons Restoration; 
o Improved public open space and town parks; 
o Eastern Gateway Green Infrastructure expansion; 

Wicken 
Projects identified by Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Wicken Fen Vision; 
o Wicken Fen Nature Trails. 

 

Transport Infrastructure 

3.63. Cambridgeshire County Council has prepared a Transport Strategy for East 
Cambridgeshire (TSEC) to tackle the current and future transport pressures in and 
around East Cambridgeshire, and to help support growth of the district. The TSEC 
provides a detailed policy framework and Action Plan of potential transport 
improvements for the area, to address  current  issues and future  growth needs, in 
a manner which is consistent with the policies of the third Cambridgeshire Local 
Transport Plan 2011 - 2031 (LTP3), which was recently rolled forward into the 
Cambridgeshire-Peterborough Local Transport Plan for the Combined Authority. 

 
3.64. The TSEC places great emphasis on sustainable and healthy modes of transport.  

The  TSEC  sets  out six  objectives which will  be  delivered  through  the 
implementation of 18  transport policies.  The TSEC objectives are: 
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 Objective 1. Supports the economy and acts as a catalyst for sustainable growth  

 Objective 2. Enhances accessibility  

 Objective 3. Connects new and existing communities with jobs and services  

 Objective 4. Prioritises sustainable transport alternatives and reduces impact of 
congestion on these modes  

 Objective 5. Contributes to reducing transport’s contribution to air quality 
emissions in  particular NOx, PM10 and PM2.5 – the main transport related 
pollutants  

 Objective 6. Encourages healthy and active travel and supports people’s well-
being 

Rail 

3.65. Rail transport provides a sustainable alternative to car use for commuters and visitors alike. 

East Cambridgeshire is well served by rail infrastructure; rail is therefore an important 

feature of the transport network, with existing stations currently providing services to many 

destinations8: 

 

 Ely station – Services to destinations including: Cambridge, King’s Lynn, Ipswich, 

Liverpool Lime Street, London Kings Cross, Peterborough, Norwich and Stansted Airport.  

 Littleport station – King’s Lynn and London Kings Cross. 

 Dullingham station – Cambridge and Ipswich. 

 Kennett station – Cambridge and Ipswich. 

 

3.66. In addition to those destinations listed above, rail services provide connectivity to 

numerous other calling points along each route (for example, to the market towns of 

March, Thetford, Newmarket, etc.).  Within the district, there are frequent services 

between Ely and Littleport, and limited services between Dullingham and Kennett.  Rail 

services to Stansted Airport and London Kings Cross enable connections to international 

destinations.  

 

3.67. It is a corporate objective of East Cambridgeshire District Council to provide a new station 

at Soham, thereby improving access to rail travel for this community.   

Cycle 

3.68. East Cambridgeshire has a strong connection with the City of Cambridge which is famous 

for its cycling culture. Cycling is an important mode of transport in East Cambridgeshire, 

particularly in Ely where many commuters cycle to Ely Station. Additional cycle parking has 

recently been provided at Ely station to cater for increasing demand.   

 

3.69. Many towns and villages benefit from cycle infrastructure, including segregated cycle 

routes, shared spaces and on-road cycle lanes. Ely is particularly well-served by cycle 

infrastructure, with cycle paths and lanes throughout the city. A shared path (for 

pedestrians and cyclists) runs alongside the A142, thereby providing off-road cycle 

connectivity between Ely, Lancaster Way Business Park, Witchford, Wentworth, Elean 

Business Park and Sutton. 

 

                                                           
8
 Based on National Rail data, November 2016 
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3.70. Through its network of quiet rural lanes, and generally flat topography, East 

Cambridgeshire’s rural area provides a pleasant place for leisure cycling.  The rural area also 

benefits from some cycle infrastructure – for example the Reach – Lode Cycle Bridge.   

 

3.71. Local Plan policy LP18: Improving cycle provision requires proposals to substantially 

increase the uptake of cycling.   

Walking 

3.72. East Cambridgeshire consists of many rural settlements, which due to their small scale are 

‘walkable’.  Even the larger settlements (Ely, Littleport and Soham) are relatively compact in 

nature, with many residents living within walking distance of community facilities, retail, 

education, some employment opportunities and transport interchanges such as rail stations 

and bus stops. 

Bus 

3.73. The district is well served by bus transport, with services providing connectivity to many 

settlements within the district and to neighbouring authorities.  Services to Cambridge and 

Newmarket provide opportunities to commute to major centres of employment.  

 

3.74. Cambridge offers a number of Park & Ride services, thereby reducing congestion and 

pollution from visitors and commuters. 

 

3.75. Bus services, particularly those serving rural areas provide vitally important transport 

connections, especially for people who do not have access to a car.  The TSEC will provide a 

rolling strategy of review for rural bus services to provide locally led tailored transport 

solutions. 

Road 

3.76. The TSEC does not generally prioritise major increases in capacity for car trips, and reflects 

that the provision of additional road capacity along some major transport corridors would 

be difficult or impossible to match with additional capacity within Cambridge and market 

towns.   

 

3.77. Nonetheless there are a number of areas on the strategic and primary route network that 

require measures to be introduced for capacity reasons, with particular emphasis on longer 

distance trips.  These include: 

 

 A14 Trunk Road in south of the district; 

 A10 connecting Cambridge, Ely, Littleport and Downham Market;  

 A142 connecting Chatteris to Newmarket via Ely;  

 A1123, which offers a connection for villages in the district to Huntingdonshire. 

 

3.78. In the more sparsely populated or remote areas of the county, the car will be the mode of 

choice for all or part of many trips. However, new and upgraded transport interchanges – 

railway stations, park and ride, kiss and ride – will encourage more car trips to transfer to 

the passenger transport network at an earlier stage in the journey. Improvements to the 

accessibility of those interchanges will also be required and an efficient strategic road 

network is needed to maintain accessibility for rural populations.  
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Freight and HGVs 

3.79. The efficient movement of road and rail freight is essential to our economy and prosperity, 

with the demand for goods continuing to increase over the next 20-30 years. This will lead 

to increased freight traffic.  

 

3.80. Road freight and the use of inappropriate routes can have considerable impacts on villages 

in the county. It can lead to localised congestion, noise and poor air quality, and can 

significantly impact on people’s quality of life, health and well-being.  The TSEC supports the 

transfer of more freight onto the rail network. 

Technology and Smarter Choices 

3.81. In East Cambridgeshire, over 13% of people worked from home in 2011 (Census 2011). The 

TSEC seeks to build on this by making better use of ICT, faster broadband and 

communications technologies.   

 

3.82. Technology will also play an important role in enabling people to make smarter travel 

choices, such as improving access to travel information and journey planning tools; 

promoting car sharing, car clubs and locally-led transport solutions, and providing electric 

vehicle charging infrastructure. 

TSEC Action Plan 

3.83. The TSEC identifies a number of transport infrastructure requirements to meet existing 

deficiencies and to support growth in the district. The TSEC includes an Action Plan which 

details a programme of infrastructure schemes, delivery timescales, projected costs and 

potential funding sources.  

 

3.84. Transport infrastructure is not listed in this Infrastructure Investment Plan.  Please refer to 

the TSEC for a comprehensive schedule of infrastructure. 

Utilities 

Water 

3.85. The district’s water infrastructure is supplied by Anglian Water Services (AWS). AWS 

sets out its expenditure, service standards and future infrastructure and investment 

requirements (to meet growth needs and achieve environmental objectives) in a 

five-year business plan – known as an Asset Management Plan.  The current AMP 

(AMP6) covers the period 2015-2020. 

 

3.86. To inform the preparation of the Local Plan, the Council commissioned an update to 

its Water Cycle Study (WCS). The purpose of the WCS is to minimise growth impacts 

on the environment, water quality, water resources, infrastructure, and flood risk.  

 

3.87. East Cambridgeshire (and the wider Anglian Water region) is an area of severe 

water stress. In the current AMP6, Anglian Water’s prioritises demand management 

measures and leak reduction. To meet the needs of growth, Anglian Water has 

identified a requirement for a 10km pipeline to enable transfer of water resources 
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from the Newmarket Water Resource Zone to the Ely WRZ, in AMP7 (2020-25). In 

AMP8 (2025-30) Anglian Water aims to transfer water resources from Newmarket 

WRZ to Cheveley WRZ via a new 3km pipeline and new pumping station. 

 

3.88. The WCS identifies that most development of 10 or more houses will require 

enhancement to the foul sewerage network. Such works will be addressed at the 

planning application stage. The disposal of surface water through the sewerage 

network is a last resort.  Development sites will manage surface water sustainably, 

in accordance with policy LP25: Managing Water Resources and Flood Risk. 

 

3.89. The WCS identifies a number of Water Recycling Centres requiring infrastructure 

and / or treatment upgrades to accommodate growth and enhance water quality. 

This includes Ely, Soham, Witcham and Witchford, and potentially could include 

Bottisham, Burwell, Haddenham, Littleport, Mepal, Newmarket and Wilburton. 

Whilst the WCS identifies WRCs requiring upgrade to meet growth needs, it does 

not identify specific projects to deliver this.  It is expected that Anglian Water will 

explore this through review of the Asset Management Plan.  

 

Table 9: Water Infrastructure projects 

Settlement Project description 

District (north) 10km pipeline Newmarket WRZ to Ely WRZ 

District (south) 3km pipeline Newmarket WRZ to Cheveley WRZ 

Distirct  Upgrade to Water Recycling Centres 

 

Electricity & Gas 

3.90. National Grid is required to put in place strategic improvements to the network that 

will satisfy expected growth in a realistic timescale. The Asset Management Plan 

(AMP) is prepared in advance of each five year period to enable additional demand 

from expected growth to be met, and should take into account growth identified in 

Local Plans.  

Telecommunications 

3.91. The Connecting Cambridgeshire project brought superfast broadband to 90% of 

homes and businesses across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, and better 

broadband for all other premises.  The project is now complete.  The Council will 

continue to encourage improvements to telecommunications infrastructure. 
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Waste management 

3.92. New dwellings will increase the demand for recycling facilities for households within 

the district.   Cambridgeshire County Council has identified a need for the existing 

recycling centre located at Stirling Way, Witchford to be expanded toward the end 

of the plan period (2028 at the earliest). 

 

Table 10: Utilities infrastructure projects 

Settlement Project description 

Witchford Expansion of Witchford Recycling Centre 
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Appendix 1 – Infrastructure Schedule 

No. Theme Type  Project Settlement Units Est. Cost Timescale Prioritisation 
Potential Funding 
Source 

001 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Bottisham Primary School 
(Expansion) 

Bottisham 
105 

places 
£2,502,465 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

002 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Burrough Green CE Primary 
School (Expansion) 

Burrough 
Green 

110 
places 

£2,621,630 Post 2020 
Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

003 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Burwell Primary School 
(phase 2) (Expansion) 

Burwell 
120 

places 
£2,859,960 Sept 2017 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

004 Education 
Primary 
Education 

New primary school to serve 
strategic development site 
(ELY.M1) 

Ely 
420 

places 
£10,009,860 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

005 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Fordham Primary School 
(Expansion) 

Fordham 
210 

places 
£5,004,930 Sept 2017 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

006 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Robert Arkenstall Primary 
School (Expansion) 

Haddenham 
30 

places 
£714,990 Sept 2020 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

007 Education 
Primary 
Education 

New primary school to serve 
strategic development site 
(KEN.M1) 

Kennett 
420 

places 
£10,009,860 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

008 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Downham Feoffes Primary 
School 

Little 
Downham 

110 
places 

£2,621,630 Post 2020 
Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

009 Education 
Primary 
Education 

New primary school to serve 
strategic development site 
(LIT.M2) 

Littleport 
420 

places 
£10,009,860 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 
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010 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Additional primary places 
(location TBC) 

Littleport 
210 

places 
£5,004,930 Sept 2020 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

011 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Little Thetford CE Primary 
School (Expansion) 

Little 
Thetford 

105 
places 

£2,502,465 TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

012 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Mepal Primary School 
(Expansion) 

Mepal 
30 

places 
£714,990 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

013 Education 
Primary 
Education 

The Shade Primary School 
(Expansion) 

Soham 
210 

places 
£5,004,930 Sept 2018 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

014 Education 
Primary 
Education 

St Andrews CE Primary 
School (Expansion) 

Soham 
210 

places 
£5,004,930 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

015 Education 
Primary 
Education 

The Weatheralls Primary 
School expansion to serve 
strategic site SOH.M1 

Soham 
210 

places 
£5,004,930 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

016 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Stretham Community 
Primary School (Expansion) 

Stretham 
105 

places 
£2,502,465 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

017 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Sutton CE VC Primary School Sutton 
105 

places 
£2,502,465 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

018 Education 
Primary 
Education 

Wilburton Primary School 
(Expansion) 

Wilburton 
30 

places 
£714,990 Sept 2020 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

019 Education 
Primary 
Education 

New primary school to serve 
strategic development site 
(WFD.M1) 

Witchford 
420 

places 
£10,009,860 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

020 Education 
Secondary 
education 

Current planned expansion 
of Bottisham Village College 

Bottisham 
450 

places 
£11,814,750 Sept 2019 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 



30 
 

contributions 

021 Education 
Secondary 
education 

Expansion of Ely Village 
College 

Ely 
300 

places 
£7,876,500 Sept 2017 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

022 Education 
Secondary 
education 

New 6FE secondary school 
at Littleport (opening Sept 
2017) with future 
opportunities for expansion 

Littleport 
600 

places 
£15,753,000 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

023 Education 
Secondary 
education 

Expansion of Soham Village 
College 

Soham 
450 

places 
£11,814,750 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

024 Education 
Secondary 
education 

Expansion of Witchford 
Village College 

Witchford 
300 

places 
£7,876,500 TBC 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 
& developer 
contributions 

025 Education 
Special 
Educationa
l Needs 

Littleport Area Special 
School (New) 

Littleport 
110 

places 
£11,583,000 Sept 2017 

Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambridgeshire County 
Council 

026 Healthcare Health 
Expansion of The Burwell 
Surgery 

Burwell TBC TBC TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

NHS / Developer 
contributions 

027 Healthcare Health 

Redevelopment of Princess 
of Wales Hospital to provide 
a range of primary and 
acute care services 

Ely TBC TBC TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

NHS / Developer 
contributions 

028 Healthcare Health 
Expansion of St George’s 
Medical Centre 

Littleport TBC £2,450,000 TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

NHS / Developer 
contributions 

029 Healthcare Health 

Expansion of Staploe 
Medical Centre, facilitated 
by redevelopment of Soham 
Eastern Gateway site 

Soham TBC £850,000 TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

NHS / Developer 
contributions 
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030 Healthcare Health 
Consideration of need for 
health facilities as part of 
proposals for site WFD.M1 

Witchford TBC TBC TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

NHS / Developer 
contributions 

031 Healthcare Health 
Expansion of dental 
provision, locations to be 
determined 

District-
wide 

TBC TBC TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

NHS / Private sector 

032 
Community 
Facilities 

Library Expansion of library Burwell 90sqm £106,110 TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council / 
Developer contributions 

033 
Community 
Facilities 

Library 
Provision of a new library 
facility 

Littleport TBC £202,784 TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council / 
Developer contributions 

034 
Community 
Facilities 

Indoor 
Sports 
Facilities 

New District Leisure Centre Ely 

25m 
pool 
120 

station 
gym 

2 
studios 
4 court 
sports 

hall 

£13,500,000 2018 
Essential 
infrastructure   

ECDC / Grant funding 

035 
Community 
Facilities 

Indoor 
Sports 
Facilities 

Sports facilities at Education 
Campus 

Littleport TBC TBC 2017 
Essential 
infrastructure   

ECDC / CCC 

036 
Community 
Facilities 

Indoor 
Sports 
Facilities 

Expansion of sports facilities 
at Witchford Village College 

Witchford  TBC TBC TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

Developer contributions 
(CIL) 
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037 
Open Space 
and GI 

Leisure & 
GI 

Projects identified by 
Cambridgeshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Chippenham Fen 
Continued reserve 
management; 
o Chippenham Fen Water 
management investigation; 

Chippenham TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Unknown / Various 
sources 

038 
Open Space 
and GI 

Leisure & 
GI 

Expansion of Ely Country 
Park 

Ely TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Developer contributions 

039 
Open Space 
and GI 

Outdoor 
Sports 

Provision of sports pitches 
to meet needs of North Ely 
(ELY.M1) 

Ely TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Developer contributions 

040 
Open Space 
and GI 

Leisure & 
GI 

Projects identified by 
Cambridgeshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Ely Country Park; 
o Woodland Creation; 
o North Ely Development; 
o Ouse SuDS; 
o Sustainable Access across 
A10; 
o Ely Ouse Environmental 
stewardship schemes; 
 

Ely TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Unknown / Various 
sources 

041 
Open Space 
and GI 

Leisure & 
GI 

Provision of Country Park at 
Land South of Grange Lane 
(LIT.M2) 

Littleport TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Developer contributions 
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042 
Open Space 
and GI 

Leisure & 
GI 

 
Projects identified by 
Cambridgeshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Littleport Urban 
Greenway; 
o New River Town Park; 
o Cycleway Improvements; 
o Woodland Creation; 

Littleport TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Unknown / Various 
sources 

043 
Open Space 
and GI 

Leisure & 
GI 

Projects identified by 
Cambridgeshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Soham Commons 
Restoration; 
o Improved public open 
space and town parks; 
o Eastern Gateway Green 
Infrastructure expansion; 

Soham TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Unknown / Various 
sources 

044 
Open Space 
and GI 

Leisure & 
GI 

Projects identified by 
Cambridgeshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy: 
o Wicken Fen Vision; 
o Wicken Fen Nature Trails. 

Wicken TBC TBC TBC 
High priority 
infrastructure 

Unknown / Various 
sources 

045 
Transport 
Infrastructure 

TSEC 
See Transport Strategy for 
East Cambridgeshire Action 
Plan 

District See TSEC 
Critical 
infrastructure 

Cambridgeshire County 
Council & Various 

046 Utilities 
Utilities - 
Water 

10km pipeline Newmarket 
WRZ to Ely WRZ 

District 
(north) 

TBC TBC 2020-25 
Critical 
infrastructure 

Anglian Water 

047 Utilities 
Utilities - 
Water 

3km pipeline Newmarket 
WRZ to Cheveley WRZ 

District 
(south) 

 TBC TBC 2025-30 
Critical 
infrastructure 

Anglian Water 
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048 Utilities 
Utilities - 
Water 

Upgrade to Water Recycling 
Centres 

District   TBC TBC TBC 
Critical 
infrastructure 

Anglian Water 

049 Utilities 
Utilities - 
Waste 

Expansion of Witchford 
Recycling Centre 

Witchford  TBC £2m - £3.5m TBC 
Essential 
infrastructure   

Cambs County Council 

 

 

 


