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1.  Introduction 
1.1. Fordhamôs rural setting is very important to the village character and identity.  The open areas 

and countryside landscapes are often unique to Fordham and they add significant value to the 

walking routes around the village.  

 

1.2. A number of views within the village are also greatly valued, because they act as landmarks 

giving a positive image of Fordham or because they help to frame elements that are important to 

Fordhamôs distinctiveness, heritage, or character.   

 

1.3. The neighbourhood plan team identified a number of views that were felt to have particular 

importance for Fordham and, as well as offering support for the views identified by the 

neighbourhood plan team, a number of suggestions for additional valued views were suggested 

during the Initial Issues Consultation.  

 

1.4. These views were all brought forward for assessment where the value of the views would be 

considered from a local context.  This assessment would consider: 

 

a) Features within the view; 

b) Historic importance of the view; 

c) Aesthetics of the view; and 

d) Importance to village/countryside character. 

 

1.5. This study provides recommendations for which views should be incorporated in the Fordham 

Neighbourhood Plan for protection against development that might adversely impact their value. 
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2. Assessment 
2.1. This assessment covers 16 views identified in the early stages of research and consultation on the Fordham Neighbourhood Plan. 

Description: This view is from a Public Right of Way to the north of the village off Carter Street, towards Soham Water Tower.   

      
Assessment: 
Features within the view:  The view is a wide, open, rural view across arable farm land.  The view is punctuated by vegetation, some agricultural 
buildings and low voltage electricity lines.  Interest is particularly drawn to the water tower which dominates the skyline. Generally it offers óbig-skyô views 
for people using the public right of way. 
Historic importance of the view:  The water tower was built in 1922, but there are no other specific historic features within the view.  
Aesthetics of the view:  The presence of the water tower makes this one of the more interesting views in the area.  It is an important landmark and it is of 
a distinctive art-deco style, typical for the period.  Whilst there are some urbanising features in the view, it maintains a rural feel. 
Importance to village/countryside character: The water tower is an important landmark in general for the area, although it is located just outside of 
Fordham Parish.  Whilst it is visible from a number of points in the area, this view is particularly valued given the accessibility for the public and the 
absence of interruptions to the view.  
 

Recommendation:  It is recommended that this view is protected in the neighbourhood plan. 
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Description: This view is the view to the west from Soham Road in the direction of the bypass.   

       
Assessment: 
Features within the view:  The view is a wide, open, rural view across arable farm land.  The view is punctuated by some vegetation and copses, some 
buildings and glimpses of the bypass. Generally it offers óbig-skyô views from Soham Road. 
Historic importance of the view:  There are no specific historic features in the view. 
Aesthetics of the view:  This view is very rural with very few urbanising features, however, there are very few defining features in general to make this 
view of particular importance over other views around the village. 
Importance to village/countryside character: The rural look and feel of this view is important for the rural character at this part of the village. 
 

Recommendation: It is not recommended that this view is taken forward for protection in the neighbourhood plan. 
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Description: This view is from a public right of way that runs between Moor Road and Carter Street, towards the village in a south-easterly direction 
towards the St Peter and Mary Magdalene Church.   

              
Assessment: 
Features within the view:  The view is a wide, open, rural view across arable farm land with trees and other vegetation at the horizon with occasional 
buildings punctuating the view.  Generally it offers óbig-skyô views from the public right of way.  The view of St Peter and Mary Magdalene Church is of 
particular interest and importance from this countryside route. 
Historic importance of the view: This view is particularly important for the context of Fordham village within the agricultural surroundings as you can read 
some of its history from the church to more modern developments off Carter Street.  It is also important given the prominence of the Grade I Listed 
Church in the view.  
Aesthetics of the view:  The rural look and feel of the view, with the fields and mature vegetation dominating it, is important to the leisure value of this 
public right of way.  The interest offered by glimpses of buildings, and in particular the church, also add to its value. 
Importance to village/countryside character: This view is important to the rural character of the village for a number of reasons: its position on a rural 
public right of way means that it is frequently enjoyed; a large part of the village is visible in part including some key landmarks; and the prevalence of 
vegetation and fields in the view help to frame the rural character. 
 

Recommendation: This view is of particular importance for the historic and rural landscape context it offers.  Its value is further heightened by the 
position on a well-used public right of way.  It is recommended that this view is protected in the neighbourhood plan.  
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Description: This view is from a public right of way that runs along the River Snail between Moor Road and the recreation ground, towards the village 
in a south-easterly direction towards the St Peter and Mary Magdalene Church. 

       
Assessment: 
Features within the view:  The view is a wide, open, rural view across arable farm land with trees and other vegetation at the horizon with occasional 
buildings punctuating the view.  Generally it offers óbig-skyô views from the public right of way.  The view of St Peter and Mary Magdalene Church is of 
particular interest and importance from this countryside route. The River Snail is another important feature within the view, both adding interest and 
making it unique to Fordham. 
Historic importance of the view: This view is particularly important for the context of Fordham village within the agricultural surroundings as you can read 
some of its history from the church to more modern developments off Carter Street.  It is also important given the prominence of the Grade I Listed 
Church in the view and the presence of the River Snail which is intrinsically linked to the development of the village.  
Aesthetics of the view:  The rural look and feel of the view, with the fields and mature vegetation dominating it, is important to the leisure value of this 
public right of way.  The interest offered by glimpses of buildings, and in particular the church, also add to its value. 
Importance to village/countryside character: This view is important to the rural character of the village for a number of reasons: its position on a rural 
public right of way means that it is frequently enjoyed; a large part of the village is visible in part including some key landmarks; and the prevalence of 
vegetation and fields in the view help to frame the rural character. 
 

Recommendation: This view is of particular importance for the historic and rural landscape context it offers.  Its value is further heightened by the 
position on a well-used public right of way. It is recommended that this view is protected in the neighbourhood plan.  
 

 




























