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Further to your information request FOI/EIR 22/23-325 please find your question and our response below. 
 

Request:  
Regarding the amount of funding that East Cambs has been allocated for 2023-24 and 2024-25 by the 
government as part of its homelessness prevention grant. 
For 2023-24, East Cambs is due to receive £333,106 and for 2024-25, £337,359 in a total allocation of 
more than £670,000 over these two years. 
In 2022-23, East Cambs was allocated £323,632 from the homelessness prevention grant. 
I'd like to know: 

• Why has East Cambs received more homeless prevention gov money than in 2022-23?  

• How will the latest round of funding be used in short and long-term?  

• Are the 2023-24 and 2024-25 allocations the highest amounts ECDC has ever received for 
tackling homelessness and if not, what are the highest sums?  

• How many people in East Cambs are currently classified as homeless?  

• What aims does ECDC have in tackling homelessness in the district and how will the council 
achieve these aims?  

 
Response:  

• The funding allocation is reflective of the quarterly returns that the Council submits to government. 
A small increase in funding this year is welcome to support our efforts to tackle homelessness in 
East Cambridgeshire. The reflects additional cost of living demand, where we are seeing a small 
increase in our residents coming forward for support and advice and the funding importantly 
reflects the additional financial pressure arising from the Homes for Ukraine Scheme.  
 
The Council has been proactive in tackling homeless and we have had a positive impact in 
supporting our residents at the earliest stage possible to avoid greater challenges for them later 
down the line. Over the past year we have supported provided support and intervention to 489 
residents with housing advice and 901 residents with community advice. However, with the cost of 
living crisis deepening we cannot be complacent and we will continue to channel any grants that 
we receive to strengthen our service and where necessary strengthen our Team to ensure we 
help as many people as possible that are in need.  

 

• As in previous years will continue to use the funds to focus on early intervention and prevention of 
homelessness. We have achieved great success in this field by continuing to deliver a holistic 
service. This has been achieved by our focus on prevention, such making our service assessable 
for all residents which was strengthened when we introduced our in-house Community Advice 
Service. This service has enabled the council to provide full wrap around service for those in need, 
by removing barriers to access support, such as breaking down silos between multiple agencies 
and acting as a mediator where relationships between Landlords and tenants have broken down. 
The addition of our Community Bus has also enabled us to reach people that otherwise may not 
be able to easily access services and we have a drop-in service at the Council offices that is open 
between 10am-4pm, so that we are always on hand to provide support for those in need.  
 
This way of working has a proven track record of success, and while we need to be mindful of 
emerging trends or challenges, our intention is to continue to operate this preventative and 
proactive strategy of support.  
 



 

• Yes, the amounts due to be received from 2023-24 and 2024-25 are the highest amounts that 
ECDC has received. 
 

• East Cambridgeshire District Council has 2 known ‘rough sleepers’ 
 

• In the short and medium-term we will continue to deliver the aims of our homelessness strategy 
(attached) and will have particular focus on working in partnership with agencies to focus on more 
complex homeless issues, such as rough sleeping, mental health, drug, alcohol issues. Another 
key focus for the service in the coming months is attending and supporting the warm hubs 
initiative and cost of living events that are being held across the district (link to read more about 
them).  
 

• Even prior to the introduction of the Homeless Reduction Act 2017 the Council were leading the 
way in preventing and intervening in homelessness, and we are proud of our track record in 
avoiding the use of bed and breakfast accommodation except in exceptional complex 
circumstances where our temporary accommodation is not suitable. We cannot be complacent 
and as more complex homelessness issues arise we continue to join up our services with our key 
partners to support people to stay in their home or find suitable accommodation that gives stability 
to those that need it most.  

 
This concludes your request FOI/EIR 22/23-325 
 
If information has been refused please treat this as a Refusal Notice for the purposes of the Act.  
 
If you disagree with our decision or are otherwise unhappy with how we have dealt with your request in 
the first instance you may approach foi@eastcambs.gov.uk and request a review. A request for review 
must be made in no more than 40 working days from the date of this email. 
 
Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under s50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information Commissioner, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5AF 
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