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Further to your information request FOI/EIR 22/23-086 please find your question and our response below. 
 
Request:  
1. What was your annual net spend on public sports and leisure facilities and pitches for the 2012/13 

financial year, compared to the 2021/22 financial year please? 
2. How many school playing fields were there in May 2012 compared to May 2022?  
3. How many free-to-use public sports fields were there in May 2012 compared to May 2022? 

 
Response: 
1. 
2012-13: £178,494 
2021/22: In 2018 an old swimming pool facility was replaced by a new wet and dry leisure centre; no 
meaningful like-for-like comparison between the two years is possible.  As the new leisure centre is the 
only leisure centre in the District, the annual net spend is commercially sensitive data and as such cannot 
be provided.  Please see below for the official refusal. 
2. As a district council, we do not hold this information, but please see further below 
3. This Council does not directly own or provide sports fields; they are owned and operated variously by 
schools, sport clubs, and parish councils, and the terms of use will vary.  I note your request not to send 
links to Council reports, but the best available information is contained in a recent Playing Pitch Study, 
which can be found at: https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sports-leisure-centres/study-playing-pitch-outdoor-
sports-facilities. 
 
In respect of those requests that where answered in full or partially and the total refused please take this 
as notice under FOIA, that we: 
a) Consider the information as exempt from disclosure under the Act; 
b) Claim exempt under sections of the Act: 
Section 43 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
c) State why the exemption applies 
Commercial Interests 
(1) Information is exempt information if it constitutes a trade secret 
(2) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, 
prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the public authority holding it) 
(3) The duty to confirm or deny does not arise if, or to the extent that, compliance with section 
1(1)(a) would, or would be likely to, prejudice the interests mentioned in subsection (2) 
 
We confirm that we hold the information requested. As Section 43 is a qualified exemption, we, the 
authority, must consider the balance of public interest in the circumstances of the request.  
Whilst there is a need for openness and transparency regarding how public funds are being managed, it 
is essential that we can negotiate rates in a competitive market place so that we can obtain the best value 
for public money.  
 
As well as our own commercial interests, we have a duty to protect the commercial interests of third- 
party suppliers by not publishing their commercially sensitive information, and thereby allowing their 
market competitors to have access to information that they could use to their own advantage, and to the 
detriment of our suppliers. Whilst the Council strongly believes in the principle of open and accountable 
local government, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in 
disclosing the information. 
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This concludes your request FOI/EIR 22/23-086 
 
If information has been refused please treat this as a Refusal Notice for the purposes of the Act.  
 
If you disagree with our decision or are otherwise unhappy with how we have dealt with your request in 
the first instance you may approach foi@eastcambs.gov.uk and request a review. A request for review 
must be made in no more than 40 working days from the date of this email. 
 
Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under s50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information Commissioner, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5AF. 


