
DEMOLITION – Easy Guide for developers 

 
Is the building to ANY of the following?  

 A building with a cubic content of less than 50m
3
 

 A gate, wall, fence or means of enclosure – not in a 
conservation area 

Is the building located within a Conservation Area? 

Is the building to ANY of the following?  
 A building with a volume less than 115m

3
 (but NOT 

pre-1925 tombstone) 

 A gate, wall, fence or means of enclosure less than 
1m high facing a highway, waterway or open space 
or 2m high anywhere else  

 A listed building, scheduled monument or 
ecclesiastical building 

 A building (erected since 01/01/14 in use, or last 
used for agriculture of forestry.  

Is the building to ANY of the following?  
 A building required to be demolished by: 

o Condition of planning permission 
o Section 106 agreement 
o Enforcement notice 
o Discontinuance order 
o Proper maintenance of land notice 
o Demolition or compulsory purchase order 

 A building closed for regular public worship (within 
the meaning of the Mission and Pastoral Measure 
2011) where demolition is pursuance of certain 
schemes.  
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NO 

DEVELOPMENT AND ‘RELEVANT DEMOLITION’ 
 
DOES require planning permission 
Failure to obtain Planning Permission is a Criminal 
Offence 
Can NOT become lawful via the 4-year rule 
Can NOT be PD under Pt 11 of the GPDO 
 
N.B. LBC is a separate requirement 

 

DEVELOPMENT but NOT ‘relevant demolition’ 
 
DOES require planning permission 
Failure to obtain Planning Permission is a NOT a 
Criminal Offence 
Can become lawful via the 4-year rule 
Can be PD under Pt 11 of the GPDO 
 
N.B. LBC is a separate requirement 

 

NOT Development 
 
Does NOT require planning permission (unless 
condition on planning consent) 
 
N.B. LBC is a separate requirement 
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