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Introduction 
 

1. Mepal Parish Council have undertaken this SEA screening statement report. It is the role of 
East Cambridgeshire District Council as the Local Planning Authority (LPA) to produce a 
determination statement of the Neighbourhood Plan to determine whether or not the 
contents of the Mepal Neighbourhood Development Plan require a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004.  

 
Screening 
 

2. Under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 the issue of SEA becomes 
applicable at the submission stage under Regulation 15 (e) where one of the following 
documents must be included with a neighbourhood plan when it is submitted to the local 
planning authority: 

• an environmental report prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) of 
regulation 12 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004, or 

• a statement of reasons for a determination under regulation 9(1) of the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 that the 
proposal is unlikely to have significant environmental effects. 

 
3. The SEA determination statement will be produced by East Cambridgeshire District Council, 

as ‘responsible authority’, to meet the requirements of Regulation 9 of the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

 
4. This screening report has been produced following consultation with the three designated 

environmental bodies, namely the Environment Agency; Natural England; and Historic 
England. It has been produced to assist the LPA to prepare the SEA determination 
statement. Once the determination statement has been produced, both this screening 
report and the determination statement form part of the submission documents under 
Regulation 15 the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 ready for subsequent 
consultation and examination. 
 

5. There is no legal requirement for a neighbourhood plan to have a sustainability appraisal 
as set out in section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. However, a 
qualifying body must demonstrate how its plan or order will contribute to achieving 
sustainable development. In some limited circumstances, where a neighbourhood plan is 
likely to have significant environmental effects, it may require a SEA.  
 

6. Draft neighbourhood plan proposals should be assessed to determine whether the plan is 
likely to have significant environmental effects. This initial assessment process is 
commonly referred to as a ‘screening’ assessment and the requirements are set out in 
regulation 9 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
If it is concluded that strategic environmental assessment is required, an environmental 
report must be prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) of regulation 12 of the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.  
 

7. To decide whether a draft neighbourhood plan might have significant environmental 
effects, it needs to be assessed (screened) according to the requirements set out in 
regulation 9 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
These include a requirement to consult the environmental assessment consultation bodies 
(Historic England, Natural England and the Environment Agency). 
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8. A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) will need to be undertaken for certain 
development plans that would have a significant environmental effect. An SEA may be 
required for a Neighbourhood Plan, dependant on what the plan is proposing. Regulation 6 
of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 is clear that a 
plan or programme which determines the use of a small area at local level; or is a minor 
modification to a plan or programme does not require an environmental report unless it 
has been determined under regulation 9(1) that the plan, programme or modification, as 
the case may be, is likely to have significant environmental effects.  
 

9. The local planning authority must decide whether the neighbourhood plan proposal is 
compatible with relevant legal obligations including SEA and HRA at later stages: when it 
takes the decision on whether the neighbourhood plan should proceed to referendum under 
Regulations 17A and 18 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012; and 
when it takes the decision on whether or not to make the neighbourhood plan (which brings 
it into legal force) under Regulation 18A of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012. 

 
10. The Localism Act 2011 (Schedule 9) introduced neighbourhood planning into the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990. The 1990 Act, as amended by Schedule 10 of the Localism Act 
2011, requires that neighbourhood development plans meet a set of basic conditions, one 
of which being that the making of the plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible 
with, Retained EU obligations. 
 

11. Where a proposed plan is likely to have a significant effect on the National Sites Network), 
consisting of areas designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) or Special Protection 
Areas (SPA’s) under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017; this will 
also trigger the need to undertake a Strategic Environmental Assessment. Consideration of 
the internationally designated Ramsar sites is also necessary; many Ramsar sites are also 
SACs or SPAs. 
 

12. The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 require that the 
need for an SEA is to be determined by a screening process. This must meet the criteria of 
Schedule 1 of the Regulations (Appendix 2). 

 
13. This SEA screening report comprises of two parts: part one assesses the Neighbourhood 

Plan against the steps that should be taken to determine the need for SEA in accordance 
with the Directive and associated regulations, part two assesses the likely significant 
effects on the environment of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
National Sites Network 
 

14. In the Mepal Neighbourhood Plan area lie the Ouse Washes SAC, the Ouse Washes SPA and 
the Ouse Washes Ramsar sites these are part of the ‘National Sites Network’. The Ouse 
Washes SPA and Ramsar designations are contiguous and also cover the SAC area; the SAC 
covers a narrower corridor. The Ouse Washes is also a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI). 
 

15. In the wider vicinity of the Neighbourhood Plan area the ‘National Sites Network’ of 
interest are the Orton Pit SAC (Peterborough); Nene Washes SAC; Portholme SAC 
(Huntingdon/Godmanchester); Upper Nene Valley SAC/Upper Nene Valley Ramsar 
(Rushden); Fenland SAC/Woodwalton Fen Ramsar; Fenland SAC/Chippenham Fen Ramsar; 
Fenland SAC/Wicken Fen Ramsar; Devils Dyke SAC; and Breckland SAC/Breckland SPA/Rex 
Graham Reserve SAC.  
 

16. The closest site in the ‘National Sites Network’ but outside of the Neighbourhood Plan area 
is the Fenland SAC/Wicken Fen Ramsar lying approximately 15km to the south-east. 
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17. Internationally designated wildlife sites in the ‘National Sites Network’ are accorded the 
highest level of protection under UK legislation. The purpose of the screening assessment 
is to ascertain whether there is potential for implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan to 
have significant effect on any such site. Therefore, following the advice of Natural England 
on other Neighbourhood Plans we consider it appropriate to consider the potential effects 
of any proposed development on these important habitats. 

 

 
© East Cambridgeshire District Council 
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18. The Figure above shows the relevant designated sites within East Cambridgeshire. Within 

a 15km radius of the Neighbourhood Area boundary are the Ouse Washes SAC, the Ouse 
Washes SPA and the Ouse Washes Ramsar sites and the Fenland SAC/Wicken Fen Ramsar 
site. 
 

19. The data on Magic.gov.uk does not include impact zones for the SAC, SPA and Ramsar 
designations per se. However, it does illustrate impact zones for the SSSI which covers the 
entire area covered collectively by the SAC, SPA and Ramsar designations within the Parish 
of Mepal. These impact zones are illustrated on the maps below: 

 

 
Extract from Magic.gov.uk website © Defra 
  

SSSI Impact Zones 
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Extract from Magic.gov.uk website © Defra 
  

SSSI Impact Zones (Labels A, B, C & D have been added by us purely for identification) 
 

20. The details of the impact zones do actually confirm that they are to be used to assess 
planning applications for likely impacts on SSSIs/SACs/SPAs & Ramsar sites. The details of 
the impact zones are detailed below: 

 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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A 

B 
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C 
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21. The impact zones, using the labels that we have added only for ease of identification can 
be summarised as follows in relation to new housing, which is the most common land use: 
 
A – Any new housing 
B – Residential development of 10 units or more in settlements or any new housing outside 
of settlements 
C - Residential development of 50 units or more in settlements or any new housing outside 
of settlements 
D - Residential development of 50 units or more in settlements or any new housing outside 
of settlements 
 

22. The map below illustrates the approximate alignment of these impact zones overlaid on 
the settlement boundary in the Neighbourhood Plan: 

 

D 
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Map – Settlement Boundary 
© Crown Copyright 
 
 Settlement Boundary    Plan Area Boundary 
  

SSSI Impact Zones    SSSI Boundary 
 
 
Designated Heritage Assets 
 

23. Heritage assets are buildings, monuments, sites, landscapes and townscapes which have 
historic or architectural significance; collectively they help make the historic environment. 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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The protection of individual heritage assets is important not only to safeguard the 
significance of the asset itself but also to protect the wider historic environment. 

 
24. In terms of designated heritage assets, Mepal Parish contains a Scheduled Monument, the 

Parish also contains a Grade II* Listed Building and eight Grade II Listed Buildings as follows: 
 

 
Listed Buildings © Historic England 
 

Scheduled Monument 

• Bowl barrow 250m ESE of Common Farm: part of a dispersed round barrow cemetery 
in Block Fen 

 
Grade 1 
None 

 
Grade II* 

• Church of St Mary  
 

Grade II 

• Mepal House, 1 High Street  

• 3 High Street   
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• 8 High Street   

• 15 High Street   

• The Round House, 1 School Lane   

• Ash Cottage, 2 School Lane   

• Grove House, Bridge Road   

• Wisteria House, Brangehill Lane   
 
The Neighbourhood Plan Context 
 

25. The map shows that the existing built development around the Three Pickerels public house 
has been left out of the settlement boundary. The methodology for the settlement 
boundary has used the following exclusion criterion: ‘Land within the designated ‘National 
Sites Network’ consisting of areas designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) or 
Special Protection Areas (SPA’s); together with areas within the internationally designated 
Ramsar sites or are designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).’ 
 

26. The overlay shows that the zone labelled A by us for identification where any housing 
development needs to be assessed for impact, within the settlement boundary covers part 
of the garden of 13 Bridge Road on the western side together with 40 Bridge Road and 
adjacent land which is plot 2 on the eastern side that obtained planning consent under 
18/00909/OUT for 4 dwellings. 40 Bridge Road was plot 1 of that site which then obtained 
full planning permission under 19/00627/FUL. In this area within the settlement boundary 
there is no reasonable prospect of additional housing coming forward beyond that already 
permitted. 
 

27. The zone labelled B by us for identification where housing development of 10 or more units 
needs to be assessed for impact, covers the area going from plot 3 that obtained planning 
consent under 18/00909/OUT for 4 dwellings and 34 Bridge Road that was plot 4 of that 
site which then obtained full planning permission under 19/01728/FUL; through to land 
adjacent 16 Bridge Road on the eastern side. On the western side it goes from 13 Bridge 
Road to land adjacent to 7 Bridge Road that has planning permission under 22/00189/FUL 
to erect a dwelling. In this area within the settlement boundary there are a number of sites 
that already have planning permission, beyond that which already has been granted there 
is likely only to be a reasonable prospect of one or two additional infill housing proposals 
that could theoretically come forward beyond that already permitted. This is significantly 
under the threshold of 10 dwellings for triggering impact assessment. 
 

28. The remainder of the village is covered by zones labelled C and D by us for identification, 
where housing development of 50 or more units needs to be assessed for impact. Within 
the settlement boundary the green spaces are protected as Local Green Spaces where built 
development is unacceptable in principle. Elsewhere within the settlement boundary there 
is likely to be a reasonable prospect of some additional infill housing proposals that could 
theoretically come forward beyond that already permitted. However, this is individually 
and cumulatively likely to be significantly under the threshold of 50 dwellings for triggering 
impact assessment. 

 
Designation of Mepal Parish as a Neighbourhood Planning Area 
 

29. A formal application1 was made by Mepal Parish Council as a ‘relevant body’ under Section 
61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) for the designation of a 
neighbourhood area in order to develop a neighbourhood plan. The area of the 
Neighbourhood Plan is based upon the parish boundary, which was seen as appropriate as 
this area is recognised as the distinct community of Mepal. The request was that the Parish 

 
1 https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/neighbourhood-planning 

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/neighbourhood-planning
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be recognised as a Neighbourhood Area for the purpose of producing a neighbourhood plan, 
in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. 

 
30. The Parish was designated2 a Neighbourhood Area on the 28 February 2022. 

 
31. The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by Mepal Parish Council, a qualifying body, 

(Section 38A (12) of the Planning and Compensation Act 2004) for the Neighbourhood Area 
covering the Parish of Mepal, as designated by East Cambridgeshire District Council.  The 
name of the neighbourhood area is the 'Mepal Neighbourhood Area'. It does not relate to 
more than one neighbourhood area.  

 
32. The policies described in the Neighbourhood Plan relate to the development and use of 

land in the designated Neighbourhood Area only. The document sets out the period of the 
Neighbourhood Plan which is from 2022 to 2036.  

 
 

The Development Plan 
 

33. The East Cambridgeshire Local Plan sets out the vision, objectives spatial strategy and 
policies for the future development of the district. It also identifies land and allocates sites 
for different types of development, such as housing and employment, to deliver the 
planned growth for the district to 2031. 
 

34. The preparation of the Local Plan was informed through several stages of public 
consultation.  The Local Plan3 was adopted by the Council on 21 April 2015, it covers the 
plan period up to 2031. In April 2020 the Council determined that it was necessary to review 
the Local Plan through what is known as a ‘Single Issue Review’ and addresses the housing 
requirement for the same plan period up to 2031. 
 

35. The ‘Development Plan’ for Mepal is made up of 3 main components as follows: 

 
 

2 https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Mepal%20NA%20Map%20A4%20ptrt.pdf 
3 https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/east-cambridgeshire-local-plan-2015 

Mepal 
Neighbourhood 

Plan

Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough 

Minerals & Waste 
Local Plan

East 
Cambridgeshire 

Local Plan

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Mepal%20NA%20Map%20A4%20ptrt.pdf
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/east-cambridgeshire-local-plan-2015
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36. Consultation on the Proposed Submission version of the ‘Single Issue Review’ of the Local 
Plan was carried out between 3 May and 13 June 2022. Two earlier consultations also took 
place on a draft document, during 2021. On 19 July 2022, the Council submitted its 
proposed Single Issue Review Local Plan4 to the Planning Inspectorate, so that an 
independent examination of the proposal can take place. The Examination of the Local 
Plan Review is underway, and the hearing sessions were held in November 2022. As part of 
that Examination process the Local Plan Review has recently undertaken consultation on 
modifications during July and August 2023. Neither the existing East Cambridgeshire Local 
Plan nor the Single-Issue Review Local Plan allocate sites for development in Mepal. 

 
Strategic policies for the purposes of neighbourhood planning 
   

37. The system of neighbourhood planning allows Parish and Town Councils to produce 
neighbourhood plans to guide development at a local level. One of the requirements of 
such plans is that they should be in line with the 'strategic policies' of the adopted 
development plan for the local area. 

 
38. East Cambridgeshire District Council as the Local Planning Authority defines which policies 

are to be considered 'strategic' with regard to the production of a neighbourhood plan. 
However, the Local Plan does not explicitly state which policies within the Local Plan are 
to be considered 'strategic' for the purposes of neighbourhood planning.   
 

 

Summary of Mepal Neighbourhood 
Plan Policies and Proposals 
 

39. A summary of the Policies and Proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan is as follows: 
 
Sustainable Development 
 
Policy 1 – Settlement Boundary (Update to Development Envelope) 

This policy updates the settlement boundary to reflect the existing built footprint of the 
village including land with planning consent for housing, but it excludes existing built 
footprint that lies within the Ouse Washes SAC/SPA/Ramsar/SSSI. It also defines land 
outside the settlement boundary as countryside. 

 
Policy 2 – Community Assets 

Looks to protect existing community assets and support the improvement or additional 
provision of community assets. 

 
Policy 3 – Allotments 

Sets out a policy framework to protect the existing allotments and for future expansion 
when required. 

 
Policy 4 – Highway Impact 

Requires development to incorporate sufficient refuse provision and electric vehicle 
charging. It also sets out a framework to look to resolve the access visibility issues at Mepal 
Community Pavilion. 

 

 
4 https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/local-plan-review 

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/local-plan-review
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Policy 5 – Climate Change Mitigation  
Sets out a framework for installing renewable or low-carbon energy generation on existing 
premises and for proposals for small-scale or community-scale renewable energy 
generation that are community led. 

 

Natural and Built Environment 
 
Policy 6 – Non-Designated Heritage Assets 

The Neighbourhood Plan identifies a number of locally important buildings and structures 
as non-designated heritage assets. 

 
Policy 7 – Views and Vistas 

This policy identifies a number of important views and vistas to be protected. 
 
Policy 8 – Local Character 

This policy includes an overall framework for development to reflect local character and 
it identifies particular areas for protection as: Important Undeveloped Sutton Road Village 
Gateway; Important Verdant Open Areas Which Contribute to the Character and Setting of 
the Village; and Area Sensitive to Change and Intensification. 

 
Policy 9 – Boundary Treatment, Hedgerows, Trees and Public Realm 

Looks to protect boundary treatments, landscaping, hedgerows or trees which make a 
positive contribution to the streetscene and/or the public realm or make an important 
contribution to biodiversity habitat. 

 
Policy 10 – Local Green Spaces 

The Neighbourhood Plan designates a number of sites across Mepal as Local Green Spaces. 
These Local Green Spaces provide opportunities for formal or informal recreation and/or 
are demonstrably special for other reasons such as beauty, historical significance, 
tranquillity or wildlife richness. 

 
 

Stage One: Establishing the need 
for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment  
 

40. The Government published Planning Practice Guidance states there is no legal requirement 
for a Neighbourhood Plan to have a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as set out in section 19 of 
the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  However, a qualifying body, in this case 
Mepal Parish Council, must demonstrate how its plan or order will contribute to achieving 
sustainable development.  Planning Practice Guidance also states, in some limited 
circumstances, where a neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental 
effects, it may require a strategic environmental assessment.   
 

41. Draft Neighbourhood Plan proposals should be assessed to determine whether the plan is 
likely to have significant environmental effects.  Consequently, a SEA screening report has 
been undertaken by the Parish Council using guidance from the Government published 
advice in ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (2005). 
 

42. The document ‘A Practical Guidance to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ 
was published by the then Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. It sets out guidance on how 
to comply with the European Directive 2001/42/EC known as the Strategic Environmental 
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Assessment (SEA) Directive that applied at that time. The Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 embeds the same aspects into UK law. Figure 2 of 
this practical guidance shows the Directive’s field of application in the form of a diagram 
(Appendix 2), which provides an outcome of whether a plan does or does not require an 
SEA. 

 
43. Mepal Parish Council as the qualifying body need to consider whether the Neighbourhood  

Plan is likely to have significant environmental effects. In order to do this, we are providing 
an assessment of the NDP against the diagram provided in Appendix 2 to set out in whether 
an SEA is required in the view of the Parish Council. Each stage of the diagram provides a 
criterion which a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ response is required to progress to the next stage. 

 
44. The table below shows the assessment undertaken by the Parish Council. The questions 

below are drawn from the diagram in Appendix 2 which sets out how the SEA Directive 
should be applied. 
 

Table 1: Establishing the Need for SEA 

Stage Y/N Reason 
 

1. Is the PP (plan or programme) subject 
to preparation and/or adoption by a 
national, regional or local authority OR 
prepared by an authority for adoption 
through a legislative procedure by 
Parliament or Government? (Art. 2(a)) 

Yes to 
criterion 
1 
 

The preparation of and adoption of the 
plan is allowed under The Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 as amended 
by the Localism Act 2011.The NDP is 
prepared by Mepal Parish Council (as the 
‘qualifying body’) and will be ‘made’ by 
East Cambridgeshire District Council as 
the Local Planning Authority. The 
preparation of the NDP is subject to The 
Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 (as 
amended) and The Neighbourhood 
Planning (Referendums) Regulations 
2012 (as amended). 

2. Is the PP required by legislative, 
regulatory or administrative provisions? 
(Art. 2(a)) 

No Communities, such as Mepal have a right 
to be able to produce a Neighbourhood 
Plan (formally called a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP)). The plan is 
not required by legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provisions. Instead, if 
‘made’ the plan would form part of the 
statutory development plan. Therefore, 
it is considered necessary to answer the 
following questions to determine further 
if an SEA is required. 
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Stage Y/N Reason 
 

3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste management, water 
management, telecommunications, 
tourism, town and country planning or 
land use, AND does it set a framework 
for future development consent of 
projects in Annexes I and II to the EIA 
Directive? (Art 3.2(a)) 

Yes to 
criterion 
1 
 
No to 
criterion 
2 
 

The NDP is prepared to set out for town 
and country planning purposes; the NDP 
set out policies which will influence 
future development within the Parish of 
Mepal, including development of 
housing, employment and community 
land uses. However, the plan will be 
used as a tool which manages the design 
details of development rather than the 
principles of land use. The NDP does not 
allocate any sites for housing or 
employment development. It does 
however safeguard land for open space, 
local green space and for community 
use. Furthermore, the NDP will not be a 
tool to manage development of the 
scale and nature envisaged by Annex I 
and Annex II of the EIA Directive. 

4. Will the PP, in view of its likely effect 
on sites, require an assessment for 
future development under Article 6 or 7 
of the Habitats Directive? (Art. 3.2 (b)) 

No A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
screening report produced by the Parish 
Council has considered the potential 
impacts of the NDP on sites covered by 
the Habitats Regulations. This HRA 
screening report concludes that the 
Parish Council consider that a HRA is not 
required for the NDP. 

5. Does the PP Determine the use of 
small areas at local level, OR is it a 
minor modification of a PP subject to 
Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3) 
 

Yes The NDP does determine the land uses 
within Mepal although it contains no 
land allocations for built development. 
Notwithstanding this, the NDP does 
provide details of the community’s 
preferential locations for local green 
space and community use at local level.  

6. Does the PP set the framework for 
future development consent of projects 
(not just projects in annexes to the EIA 
Directive)? (Art 3.4) 

Yes Once the NDP is ‘made’ by East 
Cambridgeshire District Council it will 
form part of the statutory development 
plan against which planning applications 
will be determined. 

7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve the 
national defence or civil emergency, OR 
is it a financial or budget PP, OR is it co-
financed by structural funds or EAGGF 
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? (Art 3.8, 
3.9) 

No The NDP does not deal with any of these 
issues. 

8. Is it likely to have a significant effect 
on the environment? (Art. 3.5) 

No 
(see 
stage 
2 below) 
 

Stage 2 of this SEA Screening Statement 
will consider the potential effects of the 
NDP on the environment. This considers 
the effects of the NDP against the 
criteria referred to in Article 3.5 of SEA 
Directive 2001/42/EC. 
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Stage Two: Likely Significant 
Effects on the Environment  
 

45. The table below shows the assessment of the potential significant effects of the 
environment, as required by Article 3.5 of the SEA Directive. 

 
 
Table 2: Assessment of the likely significant effects of the environment. 

SEA Directive Criteria 
and Schedule 1 of 
Environmental 
Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 

Assessment Commentary Likely 
Significant 
effect? 
(Y/N) 
 

The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard to: 

(a) the degree to which 
the plan or programme 
sets a framework for 
projects and other 
activities, either with 
regard to the location, 
nature, size and operating 
conditions or by allocating 
resources 

The NDP would form part of the Statutory 
Development Plan and therefore would set a 
framework for future development projects in 
Mepal. However, the plan sits within a wider 
framework set out by the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and the East Cambridgeshire 
Local Plan.  
 
The policies of the NDP are in general conformity 
with the NPPF and the East Cambridgeshire Local 
Plan. In addition, the projects for which the NDP 
contributes to setting a planning framework are 
very local in nature.  

No 

(b) the degree to which 
the plan or programme 
influences other plans and 
programmes including 
those in a hierarchy 

The NDP has a low hierarchical position within a 
number of statutory development plans, therefore 
the NDP will respond to rather than influence other 
plans or programmes. Policies set out in the NDP 
are in conformity with the NPPF and the East 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan. 

No 
 

(c) the relevance of the 
plan or programme for 
the integration of The TSP 
will work to protect and 
enhance the natural 
environment and 
landscape of the plan 
area 

The NDP will work positively to protect and 
enhance the natural environment and landscape of 
Mepal, including statutory environmental 

designations. The policies of the NDP provide 
protection for areas of high environmental value, 
including Local Green Space. The NDP will work to 
protect and enhance the natural environment of 
Mepal, including statutory environmental 
designations. The policies of the NDP will not affect 
the protection for areas of high environmental 
value, including the SACs, SPAs or Ramsar sites both 
within and outside of but within the catchment of 
the plan area. The built environment of Mepal is 
also sought to be protected through the NDP. 
 
A number of NDP policies will contribute to the 
social sustainability of Mepal as a distinct 
community. Therefore, the NDP will provide 

No 
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socially sustainable development as defined in the 
NPPF.  
 
Through Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), new 
residential development is seen as essential to fund 
important services required for socially sustainable 
development. 
 
Therefore, it is considered that the NDP will have a 
positive impact on local environmental assets and 
therefore will promote sustainable development. 

(d) environmental 
problems relevant to the 
plan or programme 

There are no environmental problems directly 
relevant to this plan. There will be a possible 
increase in the number of houses in the village as a 
result of new development allowed for within the 
strategic context of the East Cambridgeshire Local 
Plan through windfall proposals within the 
settlement boundary set out in the Mepal 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
However, the NDP will help to positively address 
wider environmental problems as highlighted in the 
NPPF at a local level, including provision of green 
space and community facilities. 

No 

(e) the relevance of the 
plan or programme for 
the implementation of 
Community legislation on 
the environment (for 
example, plans and 
programmes linked to 
waste management or 
water protection) 

The NDP is not directly relevant to the 
implementation of retained European legislation. 
This legislation is taken into account by the East 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan with which the 
Neighbourhood Plan complies. The policies of the 
NDP have taken into account retained European 
legislation and will not affect the protection for 
areas of high environmental value, including the 
SACs, SPAs or Ramsar sites both within and outside 
of but within the catchment of the plan area. 

No 

SEA Directive Criteria 
and Schedule 1 of 
Environmental 
Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 

Assessment Commentary Likely 
Significant 
effect? 
(Y/N) 
 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, 
to: 

(a) the probability, 
duration, frequency and 
reversibility of the effects 

The NDP will result in positive environmental 
effects through policies that seek to protect the 
built heritage character and green spaces. The plan 
will result in positive social effects through policies 
which seek to support the development of 
community facilities. 
 
The duration of the positive effects outlined above 
are likely to be long term. However, due to the 
small scale and nature of the issues considered in 
the NDP, it is considered that any effects will be 
low in frequency and reversible. 

No 
 

(b) the cumulative nature 
of the effects 

A combination of this neighbourhood plan which 
seeks to protect and enhance the character, 

No 
 



Mepal Neighbourhood Plan – SEA Screening Report 

 

24 

environment and setting of Mepal, and wider 
environmental policy of the East Cambridgeshire 
Local Plan, is likely to have cumulative positive 
environmental effects will have cumulative positive 
benefits for the area of Mepal. 
 
Notwithstanding this, as the NDP deals with issues 
which are of a small scale and nature, it is 
considered that the impact of the neighbourhood 
plan will be limited. 

(c) the trans boundary 
nature of the effects 

All effects will be very local in impact, having 
negligible impacts on neighbouring areas. 

No 
 

(d) the risks to human 
health or the environment 
(for example, due to 
accidents) 

There are no significant risks to human health or 
the environment. Instead, the plan aims to enhance 
the environment and to provide the infrastructure 
required to meet the social needs of local 
residents; thereby looking to have a positive 
impact. 

No 

(e) the magnitude and 
spatial extent of the 
effects (geographical area 
and size of the population 
likely to be affected); 

The Neighbourhood Plan relates to an area of 
approximately 744ha. This is a relatively modest 
geographical area with a population estimate5 of 
approximately 980 in 420 households. Therefore, 
the magnitude and spatial extent of the plan is 
small. 

No 
 

(f) the value and 
vulnerability of the area 
likely to be affected due 
to: 
- special natural 
characteristics or cultural 
heritage; 
- exceeded environmental 
quality standards or limit 
values; or 
- intensive land-use 
 

The Parish of Mepal contains no National Nature 
Reserves. The Plan area contains one Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, the Ouse Washes SSSI. The SSSI 
within the Parish includes more than one parcel and 
is recorded as being in both favourable condition 
and unfavourable – no change condition. 
 
In the Mepal Neighbourhood Plan area lie the Ouse 
Washes SAC, the Ouse Washes SPA and the Ouse 
Washes Ramsar sites these are part of the ‘National 
Sites Network’. The Ouse Washes SPA and Ramsar 
designations are contiguous and also cover the SAC 
area; the SAC covers a narrower corridor. 

 
In the wider vicinity of the Neighbourhood Plan area 
the ‘National Sites Network’ of interest are the 
Orton Pit SAC (Peterborough); Nene Washes SAC; 
Portholme SAC (Huntingdon/Godmanchester); Upper 
Nene Valley SAC/Upper Nene Valley Ramsar 
(Rushden); Fenland SAC/Woodwalton Fen Ramsar; 
Fenland SAC/Chippenham Fen Ramsar; Fenland 
SAC/Wicken Fen Ramsar; Devils Dyke SAC; and 
Breckland SAC/Breckland SPA/Rex Graham Reserve 
SAC.  

 
The closest site in the ‘National Sites Network’ but 
outside of the Neighbourhood Plan area is the 
Fenland SAC/Wicken Fen Ramsar lying 
approximately 15km to the south-east. 
 

No 

 
5 This is the 2021 Census figure (rounded to the nearest 10) 
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The Neighbourhood Plan includes no site allocations 
for development which would in combination with 
other site allocations in the Development Plan 
result in a potentially cumulative effect on any 
‘National Sites Network’ or Ramsar sites including 
those within the Neighbourhood Plan area, namely 
the Ouse Washes SAC, the Ouse Washes SPA and the 
Ouse Washes Ramsar sites. The Neighbourhood Plan 
is local in nature and scope, its policies are in 
conformity with National Planning Policy and the 
strategic policies of the East Cambridgeshire Local 
Plan. As already highlighted any likely windfall 
development within the settlement boundary will 
fall outside Natural England’s Ouse Washes 
Functional Land IRZ and therefore can be screened 
out in that context. The likely level of windfall 
housing will be significantly under the thresholds 
identified for assessment under the relevant impact 
zones. As such the level of windfall housing that 
might come forward over the Neighbourhood Plan 
period would not individually or cumulatively result 
in a potentially cumulative effect on any ‘National 
Sites Network’. 
 
The plan area contains a Scheduled Monuments and 
9 Listed Buildings (no Grade I; 1 Grade II*; and 8 
Grade II). There is no Conservation Area. These 
heritage assets will also be protected by higher tier 
documents, such as the NPPF, and the East 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan 
looks to identify Non-Designated Heritage Assets. 
 
Therefore, it is considered that the NDP will have a 
positive impact on local environmental and heritage 
assets and therefore will promote sustainable 
development 

(g) the effects on areas or 
landscapes which have a 
recognized national, 
Community or 
international protection 
status 

The Parish of Mepal contains no National Nature 
Reserves. The Plan area contains one Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, the Ouse Washes SSSI. The SSSI 
within the Parish includes more than one parcel and 
is recorded as being in both favourable condition 
and unfavourable – no change condition. 
 
In the Mepal Neighbourhood Plan area lie the Ouse 
Washes SAC, the Ouse Washes SPA and the Ouse 
Washes Ramsar sites these are part of the ‘National 
Sites Network’. The Ouse Washes SPA and Ramsar 
designations are contiguous and also cover the SAC 
area; the SAC covers a narrower corridor. 
 
In the wider vicinity of the Neighbourhood Plan 
area the ‘National Sites Network’ of interest are 
the Orton Pit SAC (Peterborough); Nene Washes 
SAC; Portholme SAC (Huntingdon/Godmanchester); 
Upper Nene Valley SAC/Upper Nene Valley Ramsar 
(Rushden); Fenland SAC/Woodwalton Fen Ramsar; 

No 
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Fenland SAC/Chippenham Fen Ramsar; Fenland 
SAC/Wicken Fen Ramsar; Devils Dyke SAC; and 
Breckland SAC/Breckland SPA/Rex Graham Reserve 
SAC.  
 
The closest site in the ‘National Sites Network’ but 
outside of the Neighbourhood Plan area is the 
Fenland SAC/Wicken Fen Ramsar lying 
approximately 15km to the south-east. 
 
The NDP contains policies aimed at protecting open 
space outside of designated sites such as the SAC 
and SSSIs to help reduce visitor pressure on the 
SAC. In this respect the NDP will have positive 
impacts. 

 
 

Consultation and Conclusion 
 

46. As a result of the assessment undertaken above, based on Article 3.5 of the SEA Directive, 
Mepal Parish Council consider that there would be no significant environmental effects 
arising from the NDP. As such, in the view of the Parish Council the NDP does not require 
a full SEA to be undertaken.  
 

47. Consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents took place during 
the period from Wednesday 1 March 2023 to Wednesday 12 April 2023 and included a draft 
of this SEA Screening Report. Consultation was undertaken as set out in the Neighbourhood 
Plan Regulations and included consultation with East Cambridgeshire District Council as the 
Local Planning Authority; and the Environment Agency; Natural England; and Historic 
England as the three statutory environmental bodies. None of the three statutory 
environmental bodies made any specific comments on the Neighbourhood Plan or 
supporting documents. The statutory environmental bodies tend to rely upon providing 
general advice on Neighbourhood Plans rather than providing bespoke responses. 
 

48. In order to be absolutely certain as to whether the three statutory environmental bodies 
had any specific views on the SEA Screening Report, East Cambridgeshire District Council 
suggested that we specifically re-ask the statutory environmental bodies to confirm if they 
have any comments or not on the SEA Screening Report which was done in June and July 
2023. Copies of the consultation and the responses received are in Appendix 3. 
 

49. Historic England confirmed that they considered that SEA was not required. The 
Environment Agency did not explicitly answer the question but did indicate that they did 
not consider there to be potential significant environmental effects arising from the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

50. Natural England indicated that: “It is Natural England’s advice, on the basis of the material 
supplied with the consultation, that: 

• significant effects on statutorily designated nature conservation sites or landscapes 
are unlikely; and,  

• significant effects on Habitats sites, either alone or in combination, are unlikely.” 
 

51. The Parish Council has duly considered the responses of the three statutory environmental 
bodies and has given their views great weight in coming to its final view. Therefore, 
following consultation relating to the conclusions in relation to SEA and HRA screening, the 
Parish Council remains satisfied that there would be no significant environmental effects 
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arising from the NDP. As such, it remains the view of the Parish Council that the NDP does 
not require a full SEA to be undertaken. 
 

52. East Cambridgeshire District Council as the Local Planning Authority will, following receipt 
of this Screening Report which supports the Neighbourhood Plan will produce a SEA 
determination statement as ‘responsible authority’, to meet the requirements of 
Regulation 9 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
In making their SEA determination they will have regard to the consultation undertaken 
with the Environment Agency; Natural England; and Historic England as the three statutory 
environmental bodies as to whether a SEA is or is not required. 
 

53. Under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 the SEA determination 
statement produced by East Cambridgeshire District Council then forms the statement of 
reasons for a determination under regulation 9(1) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004 that forms part of the submission under Regulation 15 
of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.  
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Appendix One: Environmental and 
Heritage Assets 

 
Nature Conservation Sites 

 
Extract from Magic.gov.uk website © Defra 
 
 Broad Area of Mepal Parish 
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Nature Conservation Sites 

 
Extract from Magic.gov.uk website © Defra 
 
 Broad Area of Mepal Parish 
 
Natural England defines Impact Risk Zones (IRZs) for SSSIs and has undertaken amendments across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to the IRZs to introduce a recreational pressure ’zone of 
potential risk’ for SSSIs of either 2km or 5km. 
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National Sites Network - Extract from Magic.gov.uk website © Defra 
 
 Broad Area of Mepal Parish 
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National Sites Network - Extract from Magic.gov.uk website © Defra 
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© Natural England 
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Areas of Flood Risk (Flood Risk Map for Planning) 

 
 
Areas of Flood Risk (Surface Water) 

 
Extract from Flood Maps © Environment Agency 
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Appendix Two: Diagram of the SEA 
Directive to plans and programmes 
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Appendix Three: Responses From 
Statutory Environmental Bodies 
 
 

54. As indicated earlier in order to be absolutely certain as to whether the three statutory 
environmental bodies had any specific views on the SEA Screening, East Cambridgeshire 
District Council suggested that we specifically re-ask the statutory environmental bodies 
to confirm if they have any comments or not on the SEA Screening which was done in June 
and July 2023. Below are the responses received: 

 
 
Historic England 
 
From: James, Edward  
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2023 11:37 AM 
To: clerk@mepalparish.org 
Cc: EastPlanningPolicy <eastplanningpolicy@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; McGivern, Ross 
Subject: RE: Mepal Neighbourhood Plan - SEA and HRA Screening 
 

Dear Karen,  
 
Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on this consultation again. Unfortunately we 
did not have capacity to respond in detail to the original consultation, owing to a period of 
parental leave. However, as the Government’s adviser on the historic environment Historic 
England is keen to ensure that the protection of the historic environment is fully taken into 
account at all stages and levels of the local planning process. Therefore we welcome this further 
opportunity to review the Screening Report for this plan. For the purposes of this consultation, 
Historic England will confine its advice to the question, “Is it (the Mepal Neighbourhood Plan) 
likely to have a significant effect on the historic environment?”. Our comments are based on the 
information supplied with the Screening Opinion.   
 
The Screening Report indicates that the Council considers that the plan will not have any 
significant effects on the historic environment. We note that the plan does not propose to allocate 
any sites for development.  
 
On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of 
the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ Directive], Historic England concurs 
with the Council that the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. 
 
The views of the other two statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before the 
overall decision on the need for an SEA is made. 
 
I should be pleased if you can send a copy of the determination as required by REG 11 of the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
 
We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you with your 
correspondence.  To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect our obligation to provide further advice 
on later stages of the SEA process and, potentially, object to specific proposals which may 

mailto:clerk@mepalparish.org
mailto:eastplanningpolicy@HistoricEngland.org.uk
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subsequently arise (either as a result of this consultation or in later versions of the plan) where we 
consider that, despite the SEA, these would have an adverse effect upon the environment. 
 
Historic England strongly advises that the conservation and archaeological staff of the relevant 
local authorities are closely involved throughout the preparation of the plan and its 
assessment.  They are best placed to advise on; local historic environment issues and priorities, 
including access to data held in the Historic Environment Record (HER), how the allocation, policy 
or proposal can be tailored to minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic environment; the 
nature and design of any required mitigation measures; and opportunities for securing wider 
benefits for the future conservation and management of heritage assets. 
 
If you have any queries about this consultation response, please contact 
eastplanningpolicy@historicengland.org.uk.  
 
For future queries relating to your neighbourhood plan, please contact my colleague Ross 
McGivern (cc’d), who will be responsible for providing our advice on neighbourhood plans from 
the 1st July 2023 onwards.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Edward 
 
 

 

Work with us to champion heritage and improve lives. Read our Future Strategy and get involved at 
historicengland.org.uk/strategy. 
Follow us:  Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram     Sign up to our newsletter      

This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of Historic England unless specifically 
stated. If you have received it in error, please delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information in any way nor act in reliance on it. Any information sent to Historic England may become publicly available. We respect your privacy 
and the use of your information. Please read our full privacy policy for more information. 
 
 
  

mailto:eastplanningpolicy@historicengland.org.uk
http://historicengland.org.uk/strategy
https://www.facebook.com/HistoricEngland
https://twitter.com/HistoricEngland
https://www.instagram.com/historicengland/
http://webmail.historicenglandservices.org.uk/k/Historic-England/historic_england_preference_centre
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/terms/privacy-cookies/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/
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Environment Agency 
 

From: "EastAnglia, Planning" <Planning.EastAnglia@environment-agency.gov.uk> 
Date: 25 July 2023 at 11:06:11 BST 
To: clerk@mepalparish.org 
Subject: RE: Mepal Neighbourhood Plan - SEA and HRA Screening 

  

Dear Karen 

  
Thank you for consulting us on the Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report 
for the Mepal Neighbourhood Plan.  
  
Flood Risk 

  
Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory consultee, we 
find that there are areas of fluvial flood risk and watercourses within the neighbourhood 
plan area. In particular, we note that the boundary does extend into areas of Flood Zones 
2 and 3 of the designated main River Great Ouse.  
  
On the basis that no additional growth is proposed in the Neighbourhood Plan, we do not 
consider there to be potential significant environmental effects relating to these 
environmental constraints. Nevertheless, we recommend the inclusion of relevant policies 
to cover the management of flood risk. Allocation of any sites and any windfall 
development delivered through the Plan period should follow the sequential approach. 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraph 161 sets this out. 
  
Biodiversity 

We note the Neighbourhood Plan area includes the Ouse Washes, designated as a SSSI, 
SAC, SPA and Ramsar site. As no growth is proposed in the Neighbourhood Plan, we do 
not consider there to be potential significant environmental effects relating to these 
environmental constraints. Nevertheless, we recommend the inclusion of relevant policies 
to protect designated sites. 
  
Water Quality 

  
We have identified that the Plan area boundary includes the Water Recycling Centre 
Mepal, which is currently operating close to or exceeding its permitted capacity. Providing 
the Plan does not allocate sites for growth development across the Plan period, we do not 
have any significant concerns. We would still expect to see consideration for any windfall 
developments captured in a relevant policy for Water Quality in the catchment of the Plan 
Area and serving WRC. 
  
Informative: 
  
We encourage you to seek ways in which your neighbourhood plan can improve the local 
environment. For your information, together with Natural England, Historic England and 
Forestry Commission we have published joint guidance on neighbourhood planning, which 
sets out sources of environmental information and ideas on incorporating the environment 
into plans. This is available at: How to consider the environment in Neighbourhood plans - 
Locality Neighbourhood Planning 

  
We hope this information is of assistance. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

mailto:Planning.EastAnglia@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@mepalparish.org
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/consider-environment-neighbourhood-plans/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/consider-environment-neighbourhood-plans/
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Kind regards,  
  
Alison Craggs 
Sustainable Places Advisor 
East Anglia Area (West) 
Environment Agency, Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 4NE 
Tel: 02084745242 
Mob: 07467335963 
Direct dial: 02077140285 
  

Does Your Proposal Have Environmental Issues or Opportunities? Speak To Us Early!  
  
If you’re planning a new development, we want to work with you to make the process as smooth as 
possible. We offer a bespoke advice service where you will be assigned a project manager who be a single 
point of contact for you at the EA, giving you detailed specialist advice within guaranteed delivery dates. 
This early engagement can significantly reduce uncertainty and delays to your project. More information 
can be found on our website here. 
  
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/developers-get-environmental-advice-on-your-planning-proposals
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Natural England 
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Copy Email Sent to The Three Environmental Bodies 
 
From: clerk@mepalparish.org <clerk@mepalparish.org> 
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2023 3:09:46 PM (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London 
To: SM-NE-Consultations (NE) <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk>; Anglian Central, Planning_Liaison 

<planning.brampton@environment-agency.gov.uk>; Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
<Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; eastplanningpolicy@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
<eastplanningpolicy@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Subject: Mepal Neighbourhood Plan - SEA and HRA Screening 

  
Mepal Neighbourhood Plan – SEA and HRA Screening 
The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, The Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017 and The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 
  
We consulted you back at the end of February 2023 on the draft of the Mepal Neighbourhood 
Plan under Regulation 14 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. Alongside 
the Neighbourhood Plan we also invited comments on the suite of supporting documents which 
included the draft of the SEA Screening Request and the draft of the HRA Screening Request. 
The consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents ran from 
Wednesday 1 March 2023 to Wednesday 12 April 2023. 
  
In response to that consultation the Environment Agency customer services team provided 
acknowledgement (dated 7th March 2023) but no comments followed; both Natural England and 
Historic England indicated that they didn’t have any specific comments (dated 13th March 2023 
and 3rd March 2023 respectively). As none of the three statutory environmental bodies said 
anything on the SEA and HRA Screening documents, in order to be absolutely certain as to 
whether the three statutory environmental bodies had any specific views on the SEA Screening 
and HRA Screening; East Cambridgeshire District Council has suggested that we specifically re-
ask the statutory environmental bodies to confirm if they have any comments or not on the SEA 
Screening and HRA Screening? 
  
Attached is the draft of the SEA Screening that will in due course accompany the submission of 
the Neighbourhood Plan which is anticipated to take place in September 2023. This document 
forms our statement of reasons for a determination under regulation 9(1) of the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 that the proposal is unlikely to have 
significant environmental effects and therefore that SEA is not required. Following submission 
then a determination statement will need to be produced by East Cambridgeshire District 
Council, as ‘responsible authority’, to meet the requirements of Regulation 9 of the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
  
Also attached is the draft of the HRA Screening that will in due course accompany the submission 
of the Neighbourhood Plan which as indicated is anticipated to take place in September 2023. 
Under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, regulation 106 identifies that 
for a Neighbourhood Plan submission under Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 is the trigger point for considering HRA and it is then for the 
competent authority (at that point ECDC) to then decide under Regulation 105 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 whether the land use plan (which 
specifically includes Neighbourhood Plans) will have a significant effect individually or 
cumulatively on a SAC, SPA or Ramsar site which forms part of the National Sites Network. 
  
In the Mepal Neighbourhood Plan area lie the Ouse Washes SAC, the Ouse Washes SPA and the 
Ouse Washes Ramsar sites these are part of the ‘National Sites Network’. The Ouse Washes SPA 
and Ramsar designations are contiguous and also cover the SAC area; the SAC covers a narrower 
corridor. The Ouse Washes is also a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Within both 

mailto:clerk@mepalparish.org
mailto:clerk@mepalparish.org
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:planning.brampton@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk
mailto:Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk
mailto:eastplanningpolicy@HistoricEngland.org.uk
mailto:eastplanningpolicy@HistoricEngland.org.uk
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documents is a summary of the policies and proposals within the Neighbourhood Plan, the 
Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate any sites for built development. 
  
I would be grateful if you could reply within 5 weeks of the date of this email, even if this is 
simply to confirm that you have no response or comments to make. 
  
Best wishes 
  
Karen Peck 
Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
Mepal Parish Council 
  
Telephone:01353 741066 
Email: clerk@mepalparish.org 
  

I work part-time and will usually only be available, in the office, Monday and Tuesday between 9am-5pm.  Therefore there may be a delay in my 
response. 

  
   
  

mailto:clerk@mepalparish.org
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