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Regulation 15 of Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
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The Parish Council received professional planning support from NEIGHBOURHOOD-PLAN.CO.UK 
during the production of this Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For any general query relating to the Neighbourhood Plan contact: 
Parish Clerk: Karen Peck 
Telephone: 01353 741066 
Email: clerk@mepalparish.org  
Website Contact Form: https://www.mepalparish.org/contact/#  
 
 
For consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan contact: 
Email: mnhp@mepalparish.org  
 

https://www.mepalparish.org/mepal-neighbourhood-plan/ 
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Introduction 
 

1. This Statement has been prepared to accompany the Mepal Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (“the Neighbourhood Plan”) under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
2012 (“the Regulations”). The relevant local planning authority is East Cambridgeshire 
District Council.  

 
2. The policies described in the Neighbourhood Plan relate to the development and use of 

land in the designated Neighbourhood Area only. The document sets out the period of the 
Neighbourhood Plan which is from 2019 to 2036.  

 
3. This Consultation Statement (hereafter ‘the report’) complies with Regulation 15(1)(b) of 

the Regulations. The report includes the following information as required by Regulation 
15(2)(a)-(d): 
a) Details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 
b) an explanation of how they were consulted; 
c) a summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 
d) a description of how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where 

relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 
 
 

Consultation with the Local 
Community 
 

4. The Neighbourhood Plan has been informed by public participation and consultation on a 
Mepal Community Led Plan (CLP) that was undertaken between 2017 and 2020. Since the 
designation of Mepal as a neighbourhood area in 2022, various elements of consultation 
have been undertaken regarding the future planning of the parish. 
 

5. For consultation the Parish Council will provide updates and material on the Parish Council 
website1. 
 

 

Consultation on Designation 
 

6. A formal application2 was made by Mepal Parish Council as a ‘relevant body’ under Section 
61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) for the designation of a 
neighbourhood area in order to develop a neighbourhood plan. The area of the 
Neighbourhood Plan is based upon the parish boundary, which was seen as appropriate as 
this area is recognised as the distinct community of Mepal. The request was that the Parish 
be recognised as a Neighbourhood Area for the purpose of producing a neighbourhood plan, 
in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. 
 

7. The Parish was designated3 a Neighbourhood Area on the 28 February 2022. 
 

 
1 https://www.mepalparish.org/mepal-neighbourhood-plan/ 
2 https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/neighbourhood-planning 
3 https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Mepal%20NA%20Map%20A4%20ptrt.pdf 

https://www.mepalparish.org/mepal-neighbourhood-plan/
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/local-development-framework/neighbourhood-planning
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Mepal%20NA%20Map%20A4%20ptrt.pdf
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Early Consultation 
 

8. Following designation, the Parish Council appointed a consultant to assist them to take the 
Neighbourhood Plan forward and a steering group was formed of key councillors to lead on 
consultation. Discussions took place with East Cambridgeshire District Council during 2022 
regarding procedural matters. Mepal Matters, the Parish Newsletter4 has publicised the 
Neighbourhood Plan and kept local residents informed.  
 

9. Early informal public participation and consultation was undertaken in September 2022, it 
was publicised in the September edition5 of Mepal Matters through use of a questionnaire 
and invited general comments from residents. The Newsletter is delivered to every house, 
which is approximately 470 houses. The questionnaire was also publicised via the Parish 
Council website6 and was available to be completed as a Survey Monkey link7 or as a 
download8 to complete and return. 
 

10. A simple questionnaire was used by the Parish Council to help those interested to express 
their views in a structured manner. Feedback was sought under topic headings of: Leisure, 
Community & Green Spaces; Transport & Infrastructure; New Housing; and Highways. 
Records indicate that 38 households responded. 
 

11. Early themes arose out of this early consultation including the desire to protect the rural 
character of the existing village; that community facilities were valued although some 
additional facilities would be appreciated; support for green space; and a range of things 
people would like to see safeguarded in the village.  
 

12. The November 2022 edition9 of Mepal Matters summarised the feedback received as: “The 
shop, pub, village hall and recreation field were regarded as the four most valued local 
community facilities, and you would like these safeguarding. There was concern about 
over development (housing) in the village and a feeling that the village could not support 
any large housing developments or estates. The youth club, Mepal Makers, Mepal Markets 
and footpaths in the village should be safeguarded, and conservation and accessibility of 
Parish Council owned land and property could be better. There was also a plea that Mepal 
Neighbourhood Watch should be retained and that a return of football was to be 
encouraged but at no cost to the other villagers (a challenging request). Finally we 
received many comments regarding having safe spaces to exercise dogs off lead but also 
highlighting the dog fouling problems.” 
 

13. Protection of the existing rural character of the existing village is achieved through Policy 
1 – Settlement Boundary (Update to Development Envelope), Policy 7 – Views and Vistas 
and Policy 8 – Boundary Treatment, Hedgerows, Trees and Public Realm. Community Assets 
are protected and supported through Policy 2 – Community Assets and Policy 3 – Allotments. 

 
14. Policy 6 – Non-Designated Heritage Assets also protects the existing built environment of 

the village whilst green space is addressed by Policy 9 - Local Green Space. In these regards 
the draft Neighbourhood Plan has developed to respond positively to the early consultation. 
 

 
4 https://www.mepalparish.org/newsletter/ 
5 https://www.mepalparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Mepal-Matters-Sept-Oct-web.pdf 
6 https://www.mepalparish.org/parish-council/nhp/ (Note this link was as it was at the time of early consultation, 
subsequently the website has been restructured to https://www.mepalparish.org/mepal-neighbourhood-plan/) 
7 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XPXMRRV 
8 https://www.mepalparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Mepal-NHP-Online-Questionnaire.pdf 
9 https://www.mepalparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/November-December-2022-Issue-FOR-WEB.pdf 

https://www.mepalparish.org/newsletter/
https://www.mepalparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Mepal-Matters-Sept-Oct-web.pdf
https://www.mepalparish.org/parish-council/nhp/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XPXMRRV
https://www.mepalparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Mepal-NHP-Online-Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.mepalparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/November-December-2022-Issue-FOR-WEB.pdf
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Consultation on Pre-Submission 
Draft (Regulation 14) 
 

15. Consultation with statutory and other consultees took place over the statutory 6-week 
period as required by the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 201210. The 
consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan took place form Wednesday 1st March 2023 
to Wednesday 12th April 2023. Statutory consultation was undertaken utilising information 
available including any consultee details that needed to be obtained from East 
Cambridgeshire District Council. Consultation was also be undertaken with local residents 
and businesses, including neighbouring Parish Councils as the Regulations require. 
 

16. The Parish Council used the Parish Council website11 to host the consultation material and 
to provide updates for the local community. It also used the Parish Newsletter12 to 
disseminate information. 
 

17. This stage complied with Regulation 14 of the Regulations, which is set out below: 
“Before submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body 
must— 
(a) publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, 
work or carry on business in the neighbourhood area— 
(i) details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan; 
(ii) details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan may 
be inspected; 
(iii) details of how to make representations; and 
(iv) the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than 6 weeks 
from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised; 
(b) consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests 
the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood 
development plan; and 
(c) send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local 
planning authority.” 
 

18. Public participation and consultation was undertaken in May and April 2023, it was 
publicised in the March edition of Mepal Matters which included a copy of the summary 
leaflet and feedback form which invited general comments from residents. The Newsletter 
is delivered to every house, which is approximately 470 houses. The questionnaire was also 
publicised via the dedicated Neighbourhood Plan section of the Parish Council website. The 
website included an electronic submission form that could be completed and submitted 
online. 
  

19. The response form was also available to download to complete and return. The response 
form was also available in hard copy at the drop-in sessions and could be completed and 
be handed in at the Post Office Stores or could be posted to the Mepal Parish Council Clerk. 
Responses were received via both the online methods and the hard copy methods. 
 

20. In addition to aid local publicity a total of seven drop-in sessions were arranged at the 
village hall and the community pavilion. The drop-in times at the village hall coincided 
with the Warm Hub sessions run. A record of verbal feedback given at the drop-in sessions 

 
10 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made 
11 https://www.mepalparish.org/mepal-neighbourhood-plan/ 
12 https://www.mepalparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/23-03-Mepal-Matters-March-2023.pdf 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
https://www.mepalparish.org/mepal-neighbourhood-plan/
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was made and the Parish Council has taken that into account alongside the formal 
representations made. 
 

21. Copies of the consultation material is set out in Appendix 2. A summary of the responses 
from the statutory and other consultees is set out in Appendix 3. A total of 21 formal 
representations were received from the Regulation 14 consultation as follows:  

 

 Statutory 
Consultees 

Landowners & 
Developers 

Local Residents Total 

Representation 11 0 10 21 

(Proportion) (52.4%) (0%) (47.6%)  

 
22. In order to be absolutely certain as to whether the three statutory environmental bodies 

had any specific views on the SEA Screening, East Cambridgeshire District Council suggested 
that we specifically re-ask the statutory environmental bodies to confirm if they have any 
comments or not on the SEA Screening which was done in June and July 2023. This is 
detailed in the SEA Screening and HRA Screening documents. 
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Appendix 1 - Early Consultation 
Material 
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Summary of Questionnaires 
 
Total returned surveys – 38 (sent to 470 houses) 
 
Age Group                         Returns 
 
25-34                                  2 returns 
35-44                                  9 returns 
45-54                                  3 returns 
55-64                                  11 returns 
65-74                                  8 returns 
75 +                                     5 returns 
 
(8 surveys returned included children in the household) 
 
 
Village Location 
 
New Road                          2 
Brangehill Lane                 2 
Laurel Close                       6 
River Close                         3 
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Witcham Road                  3 
Bridge Road                       2 
Brick Lane                          1 
High Street WG                5 
Sutton Road RF                 2 
School Lane                       1 
Meadow Way                   4 
Other                                   1 
Chestnut Way                   6 
 
 
Working from home or future 
 
Yes                        14 
No                         19 
Retired                 5 
 
Leisure 
Does Mepal have good leisure and community facilities? 
 
                                             Yes                        No                         Unsure 
Young People                    12                          15                          11 
Couples                               9                            15                          14 
Families                              9                            15                          14 
Older Residents                13                          12                          13 
 
 
Rating Green Spaces in Mepal 
 
Excellent                                            7 
Good                                                  19 
Satisfactory                                      8 
Poor                                                   3 
No answer given                             1 
 
 
Green Spaces used 
 
Recreation Field                              22 
Laurel Close Play park                    9 
Meadow Way Play Park                8 
Footpath (back of school)             17 
Footpath through Churchyard     20 
Brangehill Drove                             11 
Laurel Close Green                          7 
Village Green                                    5 
Didn’t Answer                                  3 
 
 
What would you like to see ore off? 
 
Structured Play Equipment           7 
Parks                                                  7 
Dog Walking                                     6 
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Off lead Dog Exercising                  6 
Sports Areas                                     9 
Wildlife                                              20 
Conservation Areas                        14 
Cycle Trail                                         9 
Exercise Areas (outdoor)               10 
Other comments                             Concrete Ping pong, Goal Post, Bollards Laurel Close Greens, cycle lane 
improvement, wildlife area in field corner near pond, more benches  
 
 
Most important social and leisure facilities 
 
Top rated (very important) 
 
Village Hall                                        11 
Recreational Field                           12 
Pub                                                     13 
Shop                                                   28 
Church                                               9 
Pre-school                                         9 
School                                                10 
Youth Club                                        5 
 
 
One amenity change like to see 
 
Support the shop 
Community Spirit and positivity and events 
Bollards Laurel Close x2 
Open pub and footpath 
Social Club 
Dog Park 
Coffee shop/café 
Development of Rec for other uses 
Benches x3 
Transport x 3 
Dog Walking Spaces 
Pavilion used for the community and not football – free warm space 
Less dogs per household 
Pub with better opening hours x3 
Shop with earlier opening 
Football 
Bigger/better village hall x2 
Make use better use of what we have and very sufficient for size of village 
Better signposting of village footpaths 
Indoor family activities 
 
 
Things people would like safeguarding in the village 
 
Shop/post office 
Church 
Village Hall 
Footpath 
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Recreational Field/open spaces 
Control on development of houses 
Don’t lose community spirit 
Feeling of Safety 
No through village/ low traffic volumes 
NHW 
Conservation (wildlife and river) 
School 
Youth Club 
Christmas Light Event 
Safeguard Laurel Close Green from vehicular access 
Mepal Makers 
Mepal Markets 
 
 
What three things could be better in Mepal that this plan could help to address? 
 
A large number of suggestion are not within the scope of a Neighbourhood Plan so are omitted from the 
answers below. 
 
Cooperation of Villagers for future use of rec 
LHI 
Protect clubs for younger people – Youth Club 
Prevent large scale development 
Review of accessibility of parish owned land and property 
Football Usage of rec and pavilion to come at no cost to other villagers  
Get rid of football pitch 
Stop spending money on pavilion 
Dog Fouling Solutions 
Continued improvement of play equipment – older age group 
Seating around the village 
Safeguard Laurel Close Green from vehicular access 
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Appendix 2 - Consultation Material 
for Pre-Submission Draft 
(Regulation 14) 
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Appendix 3 – Pre-Submission Draft 
Plan (Regulation 14) Consultation 
Responses  

 
23. Consultation with statutory and other consultees took place over the statutory 6-week 

period from took place form Wednesday 1st March 2023 to Wednesday 12th April 2023. As 
detailed in the main report the number of individual responses received to the Pre-
Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan was as follows: 

 
 Statutory 

Consultees 
Landowners & 
Developers 

Local Residents Total 

Representation 11 0 10 21 

(Proportion) (52.4%) (0%) (47.6%)  

 
24. The individual responses often referred to multiple policies, therefore the individual 

number of representations to be considered was greater. Through the consultation 
respondents were asked to indicate if they supported the plan or not and what changes 
they were seeking. A consultation response form was made available, although responses 
were received and accepted in any written form. 
 

25. To assist in categorisation of representations we have summarised them into three broad 
headings namely: ‘Local Residents; Statutory Consultees; and Landowners & Developers’. 
The first of these is self-explanatory, under the heading of ‘Statutory Consultees’ this 
includes those public bodies and organisations we were obliged to consult under the 
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations. Under the heading of ‘Landowners & Developers’ this 
includes parties such as developers and site promoters or housebuilders who have a 
professional interest of land being advocated for allocation, but not including local 
residents. 
 

26. It is difficult to categorise comments into being simply an objection or a supporting 
representation. Many submissions made incorporate numerous comments which often 
include suggestions for changes alongside supportive statements and objections – as such 
at the draft plan stage it is more logical to simply categorise all submissions as comments.  
 

27. The Steering Group on behalf of the Parish Council in collaboration with their professional 
advisor on the Neighbourhood Plan reviewed all representations in detail before deciding 
whether or not to make any changes to the Neighbourhood Plan in response.  

 
 

Statutory Consultees 
28. A general summary13 of the responses received from statutory consultees are: 

 
National Grid Electricity Transmission 

• confirmed that they had no specific comments 
 
National Gas Transmission 

• confirmed that they had no specific comments 

 
13 These are brief summaries of the representations made, the original representations can be viewed on request 
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Historic England 

• no specific comments, provided general guidance on heritage and neighbourhood plans 
 
Natural England 

• confirmed they had no specific comments to make 
 
National Highways 

• no comments to make 
 
Environment Agency 

• no comments 
 
The Coal authority 

• no comments 
 
Witcham Parish Council 

• no comments 
 
Anglian Water 

• highlighted that a sewer easement was under the proposed allotments site and that they 
have assets under various Local Green Spaces but they had no objections to Policies 3 or 
9. In Policy 5 on Climate Change Mitigation they requested support for the provision of 
renewable energy to support the operation of essential infrastructure such as their water 
recycling centre. They highlighted that although the Neighbourhood Plan has no policy on 
SuDS they noted that the Local Plan sets out a suitable policy framework 

 
Cambridgeshire County Council (single response covering their role as Minerals and Waste Planning 
Authority, Lead Local Flood Authority, Public Health, Climate Change and Energy Services and 
Communities, Employment and Skills) 

• Public Health supported Policy 2 (Community Assets), Policy 3 (Allotments), Policy 4 
(Highway Impact), Policy 6 (Non-Designated Heritage Assets), Policy 7 (Views and Vistas), 
and Policy 9 (Local Green Spaces). In Policy 5 on Climate Change Mitigation, they requested 
support for community heat schemes 

• The Minerals and Waste Planning Authority supported reference to the Minerals and Waste 
Local Plan 

• Climate Change and Energy Services provided some comments on the SEA Screening to 
improve clarity. They supported Objectives A and B and suggested reference in section 22 
to the nature of home heating being a significant source of carbon emissions 

• Communities, Employment and Skills supported Policy 2 (Community Assets) 

• Lead Local Flood Authority suggested including a Policy on flood risk and surface water 
management and suggested some additional cross referencing to the Local Plan and the 
Cambridgeshire Flood and Water SPD 

 
East Cambridgeshire District Council 

• Made some technical comments on the Explanatory Statement, the Basic Conditions 
Statement, the SEA Screening and the HRA Screening 

• Requested some text changes to Policies 1 (Settlement Boundary), Policy 2 (Community 
Assets), Policy 4 (Highway Impact) and Policy 9 (Local Green Space) 

• Suggested that matters of character and intensification be considered, including because 
of the revision of the settlement boundary 

• Suggested that the Recreation Ground and Church Field be considered for Local Green 
Space designation 
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Landowners & Developers 
29. No responses were received from landowners and developers. 

 
 

Local Residents 
30. A general summary14 of the responses received from local residents15 are: 

 

• BR – doesn’t support the proposed site for new allotments 

• EC – doesn’t support the proposed site for new allotments 

• GK – doesn’t support the proposed site for new allotments 

• LW – thinks an alternative approach towards the provision of new allotments is required 

• RT – doesn’t support the proposed site for new allotments 

• JH – queries why the settlement boundary doesn’t include the pub and buildings the far 
side of the old bridge and highlights a factual error in the flood risk section 

• ES – makes a number of comments including requesting that reference to ‘cemetery’ be 
changed to ‘graveyard’ and that Mepal Chapel be amended from referring to Baptist to 
Union Chapel. Doesn’t support the proposed site for new allotments. Requests that Mepal 
Great Dyke and sluice be added as a Non-Designated Heritage Asset in Policy 6. Suggests 
creation of a new walk/cycle crossing of the rivers and adding this to a list of CIL projects 

• DS – makes a number of comments including requesting that reference to ‘cemetery’ be 
changed to ‘graveyard’ and that Mepal Chapel be amended from referring to Baptist to 
Union Chapel. Doesn’t support the proposed site for new allotments. Requests that Mepal 
Great Dyke and sluice be added as a Non-Designated Heritage Asset in Policy 6. Suggests 
adding to Policy 5 on climate Change Mitigation a project involving a wind turbine perhaps 
on the Elean industrial estate to generate green hydrogen (Note the Elean Business Park is 
not in Mepal Parish). Requested a view through the Manor Farm site be added to Policy 7 
on Views and Vistas 

• LD - doesn’t support the proposed site for new allotments. Requests that Mepal Great Dyke 
and sluice be added as a Non-Designated Heritage Asset in Policy 6. Advised that Mepal 
Chapel be amended from referring to Baptist to Union Chapel 

• FW – supports many aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan, makes a number of comments 
relating to biodiversity, habitats, green corridors and blue infrastructure. Would like to see 
a policy included on sustainable drainage. Suggests including four sections of 
hedgerows/trees into Policy 9 (Local Green Spaces). Wonders if we could include a map of 
tree preservation orders in Mepal and whether something could be included relating to 
dark skies 

 
 

Summary of Main Changes Made to 
Neighbourhood Plan in Response to 
Consultation 
 

31. The Neighbourhood Plan Regulations require the Consultation Statement to set out a 
summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and describes 

 
14 These are brief summaries of the representations made, the original representations can be viewed on request 
15 Representations from local residents are anonymised by use only of initials in the interest of data protection 
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how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed in 
the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

 
32. In accordance with the principles of data protection, individual names of local residents 

are not identified in this Consultation Statement. Names of organisations, groups or bodies 
are however identified. The original copies of all representations received can be viewed 
on request. 
 

33. Some consultees made no comments on the Neighbourhood Plan and indeed many statutory 
consultees such as Historic England and Natural England provide standardised general 
advice. The responses from consultees were in general support of the Neighbourhood Plan 
proposals or had no specific comments to make.  
 

34. A number of local residents were seeking some changes to the Neighbourhood Plan, notably 
there were numerous objections to the proposed site for allotments. Some changes have 
been made in response; however, the neighbourhood Plan has to be in general conformity 
with the Local Plan and the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 

35. Following the Regulation 14 consultation on the draft plan the following main changes to 
the Neighbourhood Plan have been made: 

 
All Documents 

• Updated to reflect the submission stage 
 
Designated Area Plan and Explanatory Statement 

• Updated for clarity as suggested by East Cambridgeshire District Council 
 
SEA Screening Request 

• Updated for clarity as suggested by Cambridgeshire County Council 

• Additional detail added as suggested by East Cambridgeshire District Council 

• Updated to refer to consultation undertaken under Regulation 14 

• Updated to refer to specific additional re-consultation with the three statutory 
environmental bodies as suggested by East Cambridgeshire District Council 

 
HRA Screening Request 

• Updated to refer to consultation undertaken under Regulation 14 

• Additional detail added as suggested by East Cambridgeshire District Council 

• Updated to refer to specific additional re-consultation with the three statutory 
environmental bodies as suggested by East Cambridgeshire District Council 

 
Local Green Spaces Evidence 

• Updated to refer to consultation undertaken under Regulation 14 and the reasoning for not 
including the suggested four sections of hedgerows/trees put forward by a local resident 

• Updated to include an additional LGS at the Recreation Ground/Play Area/allotments in 
response to the suggestion by East Cambridgeshire District Council. Together with an 
explanation as to why the suggestion that Church Field become a LGS has not been taken 
forward 

 
Settlement Boundary Methodology 

• Updated to refer to consultation undertaken under Regulation 14, including the reasoning 
why the area around the Three Pickerels public house is not included in the settlement 
boundary 

• Amended to refer to the consultation on the proposed allotments site in the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan and the decision to remove the allocation and pursue a more general 
approach in Policy 3 (Allotments) 
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Consultation Statement 

• Updated to refer to consultation undertaken under Regulation 14 and summarise the 
comments received and the Parish Council’s response 

 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Policy 1 – Settlement Boundary (Update to Development Envelope) 

• Minor text amendments to cross refer to Local Plan Policy GROWTH 2 
 
Policy 2 – Community Assets 

• Some text moved from policy to supporting text as suggested by East Cambridgeshire 
District Council 

 
Policy 3 – Allotments 

• The policy has been amended to remove the proposed site for new allotments in response 
to feedback, the policy now offers general support to future provision not on any specific 
site 

 
Policy 4 – Highway Impact 

• Minor text amendments to cross refer to Local Plan Policies COM 7 & COM 8, together with 
some clarification regarding EV charging 

 
Policy 5 – Climate Change Mitigation 

• Policy 5 has been amended to include support for the provision of renewable energy to 
support the operation of essential infrastructure in response to Anglian Water such as their 
water recycling centre. They highlighted that although the Neighbourhood Plan has no 
policy on SuDS they noted that the Local Plan sets out a suitable policy framework 

 
Policy 6 – Non-Designated Heritage Assets 

• Reference to Mepal Chapel amended from referring to Baptist to Union Chapel to correct 
error 

• Mepal Great Dyke and Sluice has been added as a Non-Designated Heritage Asset in Policy 
6 to address omission as it had been intended to include this originally due to its industrial 
heritage 

 
Policy 7 – Views and Vistas 

• No changes 
 
New Policy 8 – Local Character 

• In response to the suggestion and discussions with the District Council a new policy has 
been included addressing local character. This policy includes an overall framework for 
development to reflect local character and it identifies particular areas for protection as: 
Important Undeveloped Sutton Road Village Gateway; Important Verdant Open Areas Which 
Contribute to the Character and Setting of the Village; and Area Sensitive to Change and 
Intensification 

 
Policy 9 – Boundary Treatment, Hedgerows, Trees and Public Realm 

• Additional reference has been made relating to biodiversity and habitats 

• Policy number amended to reflect insertion of new policy 8 
 
Policy 10 - Local Green Space 

• Updated to include an additional LGS at the Recreation Ground/Play Area/allotments in 
response to the suggestion by East Cambridgeshire District Council 

• Policy number amended to reflect insertion of new policy 8 
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Text Generally 

• Added reference in section 22 to the nature of home heating being a significant source of 
carbon emissions in response to Cambridgeshire County Council, also some text added to 
explain that renewable and low carbon energy schemes on domestic premises can often be 
permitted development 

• Additional cross referencing added on flood risk and surface water management to the 
Local Plan and the Cambridgeshire Flood and Water SPD in response to the Lead Local Flood 
Authority 

• Some additional comments relating to biodiversity, habitats, green corridors and blue 
infrastructure have been added as requested by a local resident 

• Discussions are underway with East Cambridgeshire District Council about a map of tree 
preservation orders in Mepal; if they can provide such a map, it will be included in the 
Neighbourhood Plan 

• Data was updated to reflect local information from the 2021 Census that was released 
recently in the area profiles 

• General updates to reflect the up-to-date position on the Local Plan Single Issue Review 
and the review of the neighbouring Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 

 
 

Summary of Aspects Not Changed 
in Neighbourhood Plan in Response 
to Consultation 
 

36. As already set out the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations require the Consultation Statement 
to set out a summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 
describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 
addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. That includes being clear as 
to what issues and concerns raised have not had changes made in response: 

 
Climate Change Mitigation 

37. Reference to support for community heat schemes has not been included as such schemes 
are not considered realistic or viable in a community the size of Mepal. 
 

38. The Neighbourhood Plan cannot include reference to project involving a wind turbine 
perhaps on the Elean industrial estate to generate green hydrogen as the Elean Business 
Park is not in Mepal Parish. 

 
Views and Vistas 

39. The view through the Manor Farm site has not been added to Policy 7 as it is not considered 
to be an important view, in any event the approved layout includes a garage in this location 
on which construction has recently started. 

 
Local Green Spaces 

40. The suggested four sections of hedgerows/trees have not been added into Policy 10 (Local 
Green Spaces). The suggestion that Church Field become a LGS has not been taken forward 
because it is considered that this area is better addressed as part of the new Policy 8 on 
Local Character. 

 
Settlement Boundary 

41. The settlement boundary doesn’t include the pub and buildings the far side of the old 
bridge because the grouping of properties around the Three Pickerels Pub and Mepal Bridge 
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lie within the Ouse Washes SAC/SPA/Ramsar boundary. Including land within the Ouse 
Washes notation within the settlement boundary would establish a principle in favour of 
development that would be incompatible with the statutory environmental designations. 

 
Biodiversity 

42. As indicated some additional comments relating to biodiversity, habitats, green corridors 
and blue infrastructure have been added as requested by a local resident. However, it is 
not appropriate to include reference to biodiversity in nearly all the policies as suggested 
because this would fundamentally alter the meaning of some policies. 
 

Other Matters 
43. The term cemetery in the Plan has not been amended to graveyard; the cemetery is marked 

as such on OS maps and is considered the most appropriate terminology for a burial ground 
that is physically detached from a church. 
 

44. The suggestion that the creation of a new walk/cycle crossing of the rivers be included in 
the Neighbourhood Plan and be added to a list of CIL projects is not likely to be deliverable 
during the plan period. There is no such infrastructure project under consideration and no 
funding is identified, it would be significantly beyond the financial remit of the local 
element of CIL. In addition, such a proposal could be incompatible with the SAC and SPA 
designations and would be likely to trigger the need for the Neighbourhood Plan to then 
need to have a Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment under the 
Habitats Regulations. 
 

45. A policy on sustainable drainage has not been included as it would merely duplicate 
national policy and Local Plan policies, which already provides a suitable policy framework. 
Content on dark skies is not considered feasible in a flat landscape where light spill can 
occur from schemes such as mineral extraction which are excluded matters from a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
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