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Notes of a meeting of the Local Plan Working Group held in the Council 

Chamber, The Grange, Ely on Wednesday, 20th April 2016 at 6.05pm. 

 

PRESENT 

Cllr Coralie Green (Chairman) 
Cllr Derrick Beckett  
Cllr Steve Cheetham 
Cllr Paul Cox 
Cllr Lorna Dupré 
Cllr Julia Huffer 

 
 

OFFICERS 
 

 Julie Barrow – Senior Planning Officer 
Richard Kay – Strategic Planning Manager 
Janis Murfet – Democratic Services Officer  
 

 
17. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr David Brown. 

It was noted that Cllrs Cheetham and Dupré would leave the meeting early. 

18. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made. 

19.  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman did not make any announcements. 

20. NOTES  

 It was resolved: 

 That subject to the correction of a typographical error on page 2, the Notes of 

the previous meeting held on 16th December 2015 be confirmed as a correct 

record, and signed by the Chairman. 

21. PRELIMINARY DRAFT LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION – EARLY 

OUTCOME 

 The Strategic Planning Manager provided Members with an update on the 

early outcome of the consultation on the Preliminary Draft Local Plan.  
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 The paper set out the topics for consultation, how consultation was carried 

out, those consulted, emerging themes, next steps and timing. 

 The following points were noted: 

 In excess of 450 representations were received and are in the process 

of being logged; 

 At present, full analysis of the comments has yet to be undertaken, but 

many positive comments acknowledged the need for growth; 

 The four broad growth distribution options generated considerable 

interest, but there was a poor response from parish councils; 

 There is overall support for the settlement hierarchy approach and 

general agreement about the settlements listed in each tier of the 

hierarchy; 

 Some respondents raised concerns about development in certain 

villages or locations; 

 There are an estimated 170 – 175 suggested sites, spread across the 

District in small and larger settlements; 

 A number of Local Green Space proposals have been received 

(particularly for certain parishes in the south of the District) and they will 

be logged on GIS. 

The next steps will be as follows: 

 All representations will be logged on the consultation portal; 

 A “Key Issues Raised” report will be produced for each policy. It is 

aimed to present the report at the Working Group meeting in May 2016 

and publish it thereafter. Before it is released into the public forum, it 

will be flagged up with Members and each parish will receive the 

information relevant to that parish; 

 All the suggested sites will be mapped and a report produced. It is 

aimed to bring this to the Working Group in May 2016. When the report 

is published on the website, it will be colour coded and give some 

context behind each map, including whether or not a site has already 

been allocated; 

 A slight slippage is proposed to the “official” timetable, with Council 

receiving the next version of the Local Plan for approval on 20th 
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October 2016, and consultation to follow in November – December 

2016; 

 Theoretically, suggested sites could be submitted up to the third 

version of the Plan, and they would have to be considered. A second 

report regarding additional sites will be produced to address this; 

 Broad distribution will be discussed at the meeting in May. 

Cllr Cheetham left the meeting at 7:00pm 

There was some discussion regarding the lack of sites in the South of the 

District; it was duly agreed that the known agents on our consultation 

database should be contacted again to seek their views as to why a limited 

number of sites in the south were put forward and to try and encourage more 

sites to be put forward. 

Cllr Dupré left the meeting at 7:07pm. 

An item on green spaces (Public Open Space) will come to a future Working 

Group meeting. It was also noted that the Planning Manager is currently in 

discussion with the County Historic Environment Team regarding archaeology 

related matters. 

Cllr Beckett left the meeting at 7:19pm. 

22. LOCAL PARISH PLAN CONFERENCE 

 The Working Group received a summary of the outcome of the Parish 

Conference held on 18th February 2016, regarding matters relating to the 

emerging Local Plan.  Members were asked to consider options for future 

conferences. 

 The February event was run twice (at 2.00pm and 6.00pm) and each was kept 

to approximately two hours. There was a mix of a presentation, followed by a 

Q&A, and then four concurrent workshops. This appears to have worked well, 

although the format may need to be tailored in the future to best suit the 

issues to be discussed. 

 The following points were noted: 

 The format for the first Parish Conference appears to have worked well, 

and feedback has been positive; 

 There is an appetite by the parish councils to engage in the Local Plan; 
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 It is suggested that another Parish Conference be arranged using the 

same format, and it has been provisionally booked to take place at 

ECDC on 2nd June 2016. The Conference will be for information only – 

no decisions will be made. 

 

It was agreed: 

1) The aim should be to hold two Parish Conferences per year; 

2) That the next Conference be held at ECDC on 2nd June 2016 (subject 

to confirmation). 

23.      BRIEFING NOTE: THE LOCAL PLAN “EVIDENCE BASE”   

The Strategic Planning Manager presented a briefing paper which informed 

Members of the need for a Local Plan evidence base.  

The paper included a list of the key evidence studies which would inform the 

policies of the Further Draft Local Plan, and a provisional list of evidence base 

documents as at April 2016. 

The following points were noted: 

 National planning policy requires the Council to use a proportionate 

evidence base in the preparation of its Local Plan; 

 The Local Plan must be based on adequate, up to date and relevant 

evidence about the economic, social and environmental characteristics 

and prospects of the area; 

 The evidence base is a suite of reports, studies and strategies which 

inform and justify the policies of the Local Plan, and may be prepared 

by the Council or other organisations; 

 The provisional list of evidence base documents will grow with time, 

and if any Member requires a more thorough briefing on any document, 

they should inform the Strategic Planning Manager so that an item can 

be included in a future agenda. 

Members noted the briefing paper. 

24.  GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

2016 
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The Strategic Planning Manager presented a report which updated the 

Working Group on the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs 

Assessment (GTANA) currently being undertaken. 

The following points were noted: 

 The new GTANA is a joint commission between a number of local 

authorities and  “Opinion Research Services” (ORS) have been 

appointed by the authorities to carry out the GTANA; 

 Part of the Assessment includes interviews with members of the Gypsy 

and Traveller community. East Cambridgeshire has chosen to conduct 

its own interviews in the light of the existing relationships with members 

of the community and other sensitivities; 

 The Government’s definition of “Traveller” has been redefined to 

exclude those who no longer travel permanently; 

 Sites already allocated will be taken into account. Needs will be worked 

out on a district by district basis  and the emerging “need” figures 

should be available by May 2016; 

 Not making any provision through the Local Plan is not an option – it 

would almost certainly result in the Plan being found unsound. 

25.      STARTER HOMES 

           The Working Group received an update on the national Starter Homes 

Initiative, and Members were asked to note the potential implications for the 

East Cambridgeshire Local Plan. 

 The Strategic Planning Manager reiterated that the Initiative formed one of the 

flagship housing policies of national Government. The Housing & Planning 

Bill, which was expected to come into force in late April or May, would set out 

the statutory framework for the delivery of starter homes, and would be 

supported by changes to national planning policy. 

 For the emerging East Cambridgeshire Local Plan, perhaps the most crucial 

element was the role that Starter Homes will have in meeting our affordable 

housing need. In connection with this, DCLG had issued a consultation on 

potential Regulations for Starter Homes, and some of the proposals included : 
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 Further refinement of the definition for Starter Homes (linked to the 
separate Government proposal to make Starter Homes part of the 
formal definition of Affordable Housing); 

 A compulsory requirement for Starter Homes to be provided on all 
residential development sites of 10 units or more (or 0.5ha); 

 A requirement on all such sites for 20% (minimum) of all homes to be 
Starter Homes; 

 Only if a site is viable, and a Local Plan policy asks for more than 20% 
of all homes to be affordable, can other forms of affordable housing 
be sought. e.g. if a site can viably be developed with 25% affordable 
housing, then 20% would be Starter Homes and 5% could be other 
forms of affordable housing. Or, if a site could viably be developed 
with only 20% affordable housing, then this must be entirely taken up 
by Starter Homes; 

 Provision of Starter Homes must be on-site; 

 Only very limited ‘exceptions’ to the above rules, as defined by 
legislation. 
 

It was noted that the Working Group was not being asked to formally respond 
to the national consultation, and, as agreed with the Council’s Monitoring 
Officer, Officers would make comment to CLG through the Member 
Champion. However, as the consultation was open to the public, individual 
Members could respond in a personal capacity, if they so wished. 
 
The content of the report was noted and will be taken into account as various 
Local Plan issues are considered over the coming months. 

26. CHAIRMAN’S CONCLUDING REMARKS 

The Chairman thanked Members and Officers for their attendance and asked 

them to note that an additional meeting of the Working Group was proposed 

for 20th September 2016. This would be subject to confirmation. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.56pm 

 

       

 


