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AGENDA ITEM NO. 14
TITLE: CONSULTATION ON SITE OPTIONS FOR A CINEMA IN ELY –

LOCAL PLAN

Committee: Development and Transport Committee

Date: 6th September 2012

Author: Sarah Ratcliffe, Forward Planning Officer
[M94]

1.0 ISSUE

1.1 This report summarises the results of the public consultation carried out on
site options for a multiplex cinema in Ely and seeks approval for the preferred
site to be included in the draft Local Plan.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S)

2.1 It is recommended that Members:
i. Note the results of the public consultation, as outlined in the Appendix to

this report.
ii. Endorse the allocation of Option 1 (land at the junction of Downham Road

and the A10) for a new cinema in the Draft Local Plan – subject to further
investigation on deliverability, suitability and site capacity.

3.0 BACKGROUND/OPTIONS

3.1 Public consultation carried out for the Ely Masterplan revealed strong public
support for a new multiplex cinema in Ely. There is an opportunity to allocate
a site for a cinema within the Local Plan. This would provide certainty to the
public and development industry. At Development and Transport Committee
on 12th June 2012, Members agreed that public consultation should be
carried out on four site options:

 Option 1 – Land at junction of Downham Road/A10 – this site is
proposed for a new Leisure Village for Ely, however, additional land is
available for other complementary uses.

 Option 2 – Ely Station Gateway area – this area was proposed for
comprehensive redevelopment within the Ely Masterplan.

 Option 3 – Land west of Cambridgeshire Business Park, Angel Drove
– Tesco have indicated a desire to relocate to this area from their current
site adjacent to the station.

 Option 4 – North Ely – a 3,000 dwelling urban extension to Ely is
proposed which will include areas of mixed-use development.
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4.0 ARGUMENT/CONCLUSIONS

4.1 Consultation was carried out between 11th July - 6th August 2012. Efforts were
made to publicise the consultation as widely as possible in Ely. A press
release was written and articles appeared in the Ely Standard and Ely
Weekly News. The questionnaire was placed on the District Council’s
website and on Parish Council websites where they exist. Posters were
displayed in the city centre and local schools and permanent displays were
set up at Ely library, the Maltings and the District Council offices. The results
of the consultation are set out in the Appendices to this report, and the key
points are are summarised below.

4.2 A total of 542 people responded to the consultation, 86% of which responded
using the online questionnaire. Approximately half of the respondents were
from Ely (46%) with a further 49% from elsewhere in the district.

The principle of developing a new cinema

4.3 Nearly 90% of respondents supported the development of a new multiplex
cinema in Ely and 85% preferred to see it developed as soon as possible
rather than wait until a city centre site could be made available.

Current cinema patronage

4.4 Cambridge was found to be the most commonly visited cinema (nearly 80% of
respondents). Other popular cinemas were Ely Cinema at the Maltings and
Huntingdon (both approximately 40% of respondents). Over 85% of
respondents would normally travel by car to the cinema.

4.5 The results suggest that in general, respondents would visit a cinema more
often than they currently do if there was a multiplex cinema in Ely. Almost half
of respondents stated that they would visit a multiplex cinema in Ely monthly
and almost a quarter would visit fortnightly.

Site options

4.6 For each of the four site options, respondents were asked whether they
would support the development of a new multiplex cinema in that area. The
level of support was comparable (65-66%) for 3 of the options: land at
Downham Road, Station Gateway area and land west of Cambridgeshire
Business Park. However, the majority of respondents were unsupportive
towards a cinema development at North Ely. A summary of the site specific
comments received is included in the Appendix to this report.

Preferred site

4.7 Respondents were asked to select their preferred site option. There was a
clear preference overall for the cinema to be located on land at the junction of
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Downham Road and the A10 (over 40% of respondents). The Ely Station
Gateway area also received fairly strong support (32%).

4.8 Some of the most commonly perceived benefits of Downham Road included:
It will help to form a ‘leisure hub/quarter’, complementing the plans for the

leisure centre and creating sustainability benefits from linked trips
It is located within walking distance of the city centre and many

residential areas
It would not exacerbate congestion or parking issues in the city centre
It is the best option in terms of delivery timescale

4.9 It is concluded that Option 1, land at the junction of Downham Road/A10
should be allocated for a cinema in the Draft Local Plan – subject to further
investigation on deliverability, suitability and site capacity.

4.10 Next steps – with Members agreement, land at Downham Road will be
selected for inclusion within the draft Local Plan. Consultation on the draft
Local Plan is expected to take place in November/December 2012.

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS/EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

5.1 No further financial implications. A budget is already in place for the
production of the Local Plan.

5.2 An Equality Impact Assessment (INRA) will need to be submitted as part of
the technical supporting evidence when the Local Plan is submitted to
Government.

6.0 APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Results of consultation on cinema provision in Ely
Appendix 2 – Sustainability Appraisal

Background Documents Location
Room 12, The
Grange,
Ely

Contact Officer
Sarah Ratcliffe
Forward Planning Officer
(01353) 616331
E-mail:
sarah.ratcliffe@eastcambs.gov.uk
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Appendix 1

Consultation on cinema provision in Ely

Over the past few years, the District Council has been gathering views on how East
Cambridgeshire should grow and develop. Consultation on the Ely Masterplan between 2008
and 2009 revealed strong public support for a new cinema in Ely.

The results of the consultation will inform the long-term vision for Ely that will be included within
the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan. A draft version of this document is expected to be
published for public consultation in November/December 2012.

The consultation on cinema provision in Ely took place over a 3½ week period from 11th July –
6th August 2012. This involved the following:

Permanent displays at Ely library, The Maltings and in the District Council offices
throughout the consultation period

An online version of the consultation questionnaire available on the District Council’s
website

Press release and articles in the Ely Standard and Ely Weekly News
Details of the consultation posted on community websites including: Ely People, Ely

Perspective, Shape Your Place, Parish Council websites / Facebook pages
Email to Local Plan database contacts (approximately 1000)
 Letter and posters sent to Ely colleges and primary schools
Posters displayed in the city centre

Number of responses

A total of 542 questionnaires were completed. Of these, 466 questionnaires were received
online via Survey Monkey (86%) and 76 were submitted as paper copies. An additional 5
comments were received by letter/email. These comments are reported separately in Appendix
2.

Respondent profile

A breakdown of respondents by gender, age-group, ethnic origin, employment and disability
status is provided in Appendix 1.

Analysis of questionnaire responses

Principle of development

Do you support the development of a new multiplex cinema in Ely (a multiplex is usually
defined as a cinema with 5+ screens)?

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Yes 89.0% 477
No 8.4% 45
Don’t know 2.6% 14

Answered question 536
Skipped question 6
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Nearly 90% of respondents stated that
they supported the development of a
new multiplex cinema in Ely, echoing
comments received on previous
consultations relating to the future growth
of Ely.

Timing of development

Would you rather see a multiplex cinema developed as soon as possible or wait a
longer period (5 years plus) until a city centre site can be made available?

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Develop a cinema as soon as possible 85.3% 436
Wait until a city centre site can be made available 14.7% 75

Answered question 511

Skipped question 31

85% of respondents stated that they preferred to see a multiplex cinema developed in Ely as
soon as possible, rather than wait until a city centre site can be made available. This supported
the view taken by Members at Development and Transport Committee on 12th June 2012 that
only sites that could be developed within a reasonable timescale should be consulted on.

Current cinema patronage

Where do you currently go to the cinema?

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Ely Cinema, The Maltings 39.0% 207
Bury St Edmunds 20.9% 111
Cambridge 78.9% 419
Haverhill 1.3% 7
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Huntingdon 38.8% 206
King’s Lynn 4.1% 22
Peterborough 2.8% 15

Answered question 531
Skipped question 11

The survey found that Cambridge was the most commonly visited cinema of those listed (nearly
80% of respondents). Other cinemas frequented by a relatively high proportion of respondents
included Ely Cinema at the Maltings (approximately 40%), Huntingdon (approximately 40%) and
Bury St Edmunds (over 20%). With the exception of Ely Cinema, these locations all have
multiplex cinemas with 8-10 screens showing the latest movie releases.

Additional locations visited by respondents included: Wisbech, London, Newmarket, Saffron
Walden, Milton Keynes, Norwich, Harlow, Bishop’s Stortford and Germany.

How do you normally travel to the cinema?

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Car 85.1% 435
Bus 1.2% 6
Train 6.5% 33
Walk 6.5% 33
Cycle 0.8% 4

Answered question 511
Skipped question 31
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A high proportion of respondents indicated that they normally travel to the cinema by car. Since
over three quarters of respondents travel to the cinema at Cambridge, the number of people
travelling by train appears low. However, both Cineworld Cambridge and Vue Cambridge are a
20-30 minute walk from Cambridge station so this inconvenience may explain why many people
drive.

Frequency of cinema visits

Answer Options Response
Percent Response Count

Weekly 3.6% 19
Fortnightly 8.3% 44
Monthly 34.3% 182

How often do you
normally go to the
cinema?

Less often 53.9% 286
Answered question 531

Skipped question 11

Answer Options Response
Percent Response Count

Weekly 11.4% 61
Fortnightly 23.4% 125
Monthly 46.1% 246

How often do you
think you would visit
a multiplex cinema in
Ely?

Less often 19.1% 102
Answered question 534

Skipped question 8
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The responses provided to these two questions indicate that many people would visit a cinema
more often than they currently do if there was a multiplex cinema in Ely. Almost half of
respondents stated that they would visit a multiplex cinema in Ely monthly and almost a quarter
would visit fortnightly.

Would you support the development of a new multiplex cinema…

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Yes 66.1% 323…on land at Downham Road?

No 33.9% 166
Answered question 489

Skipped question 53

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Yes 64.5% 312

…within the Ely Station
Gateway area? No 35.5% 172

Answered question 484
Skipped question 58

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Yes 65.8% 312

…on land west of
Cambridgeshire Business
Park? No 34.2% 162

Answered question 474
Skipped question 68

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Yes 36.7% 173…at North Ely?
No 63.3% 298

Answered question 471
Skipped question 71
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For each of the four site options, respondents were asked whether they would support the
development of a new multiplex cinema in that area. The level of support was comparable (65-
66%) for 3 of the: land at Downham Road, Station Gateway area and land west of
Cambridgeshire Business Park. In contrast, the majority of respondents were unsupportive
towards development at North Ely.

The key site-specific comments made were as follows:

Land at Downham Road
 Within walking distance of the city centre and many residential areas
 Would have a negative impact on the city centre
 Would not exacerbate congestion/parking issues in the city centre
 A cinema should be co-located with non-sports related leisure activities e.g. music venue,

restaurants
 This site should be for sports uses only
 The best option due to the timescale for delivery
 Brownfield sites should be considered first
 Long stay car parking is needed – city centre is not adequate
 Too close to residential development
 Reluctant to use underpass
 Would help address the lack of facilities in this part of Ely
 Should be within walking distance from the station to encourage sustainable travel
 Most accessible site for the rest of the district
 Would be an eyesore
 Creation of a ‘leisure hub/quarter’ –

o Could be integrated into the plans for the leisure village
o Would enhance and complement the planned leisure facilities and may help their delivery
o Sustainability benefits from linked trips

 Other suggested uses on the site: restaurants, café/coffee house, pub, gym, ten pin bowling,
retail park, outdoor sports facilities e.g. athletics, park and ride, ice rink, theatre, crematorium,
outdoor pool, go-kart track, extreme sports, adventure playground, golf course, parkland/nature
reserve, outdoor events venue, hotel, pool/snooker hall
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Station Gateway area
 Catalyst for regeneration of this area

 Would complement existing bowling alley
 The most sustainable site option
 Not easy to access for surrounding villages without rail
 Easy access by bus/rail
 Could attract visitors into Ely
 Traffic concerns
 Need southern bypass before a cinema was developed here
 Use of car parks by commuters during the day and cinema-goers during the evening?
 Benefits from proximity to the riverside – existing pubs, restaurants etc
 Area of flood risk
 Relatively close to city centre
 Suitable use for a gateway location
 Associated retail could impact on the city centre
 Some existing residential uses in area - impact on residential amenity?
 Best site for young people to access
 Good use of a brownfield site

Land west of Cambridgeshire Business Park
 Would have a negative impact on the city centre
 Too far to walk from many areas – would encourage car use
 Not a pleasant pedestrian/cycle route
 Object to a retail park
 Object to a larger Tesco
 Area of flood risk
 Good vehicular access
 Traffic concerns
 No impact on residential amenity
 Accessible for the rest of the district
 Close to the station
 Need southern bypass before a cinema was developed here
 Would complement existing bowling alley and soft play area
 Proximity to industrial uses may be inappropriate
 Link funding to Tesco relocation
 Linked trips with Tesco
 Would not exacerbate congestion/parking issues in the city centre

North Ely
 Too far from city centre and railway station
 Would have a negative impact on the city centre
 Traffic concerns
 Sensible to develop facilities near new housing
 Benefit for Littleport residents
 Inconvenient for visitors and residents in other parts of Ely / rest of the district
 Too close to residential uses – impact on residential amenity
 Close to many areas of residential – potential market
 Could be too long-term
 The landowner (east of Lynn Road) would not support the development
 Could help build the new community
 Would provide facilities in an area that is currently lacking
 How would parking provision be integrated into a residential area?
 Would not fit with other uses within the district centre
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Which is your preferred option?

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Land at junction of Downham Road/A10 42.7% 202
Ely Station Gateway area 31.9% 151
Land west of Cambridgeshire Business Park 18.8% 89
North Ely 6.6% 31

Answered question 473
Skipped question 69

Respondents were asked to select their preferred site option. There was a clear preference
overall for the cinema to be located on land at the junction of Downham Road and the A10 (over
40% of respondents). The Ely Station Gateway area also received fairly strong support.

Suggested alternative sites

There were few suggestions for other alternative opportunity sites, suggesting that the District
Council has selected the most appropriate sites:

Paradise area – this site was proposed as an option in an earlier version of the questionnaire,
however, Members of Development and Transport Committee voted to remove this option from
the consultation since development would be long-term

 The Grange – this site was proposed as an option in an earlier version of the questionnaire,
however, Members of Development and Transport Committee voted to remove this option from
the consultation since development would be long-term

Sessions House, former Ely Magistrates Court – this is a Listed Building and not considered to
be suitable for conversion to a multiplex cinema
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 Triangle of land between Cambridge Road, Witchford Road and the A10 – this area is
identified as an area that should be retained as open space as it has important views to the wider
landscape – Ely Environmental Capacity Study, 2001

There are therefore no alternative sites to be considered at this stage.

Additional comments

Principle
 Support a new multiplex cinema in any location – would save travel to other locations
 Looking forward to the new cinema
 Need to provide entertainment for all ages in Ely
 We would go to the cinema more often if there was one nearer
 A smaller cinema in the city centre would be more appropriate
A cinema will not kill the city centre
Do not support greenfield development
 The development should make contributions towards enhancing the city centre
Question the commercial viability of a multiplex cinema in Ely

Location
Cinemas should be in ‘out of town’ locations due to parking etc
 It should be in the city centre – accessible by all
 Remember that this should be a facility for all residents of the district
 Would benefit the Ely economy and attract people to the city
 Include a criteria based policy in the Local Plan and let the market decide on the site
 Need to improve transport links for surrounding area
 Any site is better than a trek to Cambridge

Ely Cinema, the Maltings
 Invest in the Maltings
 Redevelop the Maltings into an arts centre/art gallery
 The Maltings is inadequate as a modern cinema venue
 The new cinema should complement the offer at the Maltings
 The new cinema could harm the Maltings

Design
 The new cinema should reflect the character of Ely, not be of a standard design – e.g.

Sainsburys, new recycling centre
 The cinema should be environmentally friendly
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Appendix 1 – Respondent Profile

Respondent Profile

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Male 44.1% 223Sex

Female 56.3% 285
Answered question 506

Skipped question 36

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Employee 54.9% 274
Self-employed 14.4% 72
Unemployed 3.6% 18
Homeworker 7.0% 35
Student 8.6% 43

Status

Retired 14.6% 73
Answered question 499

Skipped question 43

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
0-16 6.3% 32
17-24 6.3% 32
25-39 30.2% 152
40-49 24.6% 124
50-59 15.5% 78
60-74 16.5% 83
75-84 1.2% 6

Age

85+ 0.2% 1
Answered question 504

Skipped question 38

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
White British 93.4% 465
White Irish 1.0% 5
Other white background 3.6% 18
Gypsy 0.2% 1
Mixed ethnicity 1.0% 5
Indian 0.2% 1
Pakistani 0.2% 1
Other Asian background 0.4% 2
African 0.4% 2
Caribbean 0.0% 0
Other Black background 0.0% 0

Ethnic origin

Other ethnic group 0.2% 1
Answered question 498

Skipped question 44

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count
Yes 4.2% 21Disability
No 95.8% 479

Answered question 500
Skipped question 42
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Location of respondents
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Appendix 2 – Additional comments by letter/email

Four comments were received in letter / email format, as follows:

Highways Agency: no comments

Marine Management Organisation: no comments

English Heritage: A new multi-screen cinema for Ely will have the potential to make a major
contribution to the night time economy of the city. However, the siting of such a facility needs
careful consideration, since a location away from the city centre will have the potential to draw
existing spending away from commercial premises such as public houses and restaurants within
the centre. Therefore, in order to allow a degree of mutual support between premises and
ensure the long term commercial vitality of the city centre, English Heritage strongly
recommends that only sites within the existing city centre are considered for the new cinema.

Cheffins: As far as a suitable site is concerned, I think it needs to be in the Angel Drove area so
it is easily accessible by people using the rail service, as well as the bus service from
surrounding towns and villages and has a large enough car park for the majority of users.

Associated British Foods (Westmill Foods site): the landowners state their intention to
redevelop their site as soon as possible.
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Appendix 3 – Copy of Questionnaire
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