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Relevant Policies-, LP20, LP21 and LP22 (Appendix B), LP26, LP28, LP29, LP30, 
Soham13, Witchford6 and others 
 
Issue 1: Whether the Local Plan is justified, effective and consistent with national 
policy in relation to its approach towards promoting healthy communities, requiring 
good design and enhancing and conserving the natural environment? 
 
15. What are the implications of the revised Habitats Regulation Assessment (CD13A) 
on the detailed wording of Policy LP20, LP30 and other consequential potential 
amendments to the Plan.  
The implications of the revised Habitats Regulations Assessment for the detailed wording of 
policies LP20 and LP30 is set out in the interim Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) (May 
2018) agreed between East Cambridgeshire District Council and Natural England. The 
proposed policy modifications are based on the recommendations of the revised HRA. The 
revised HRA has not resulted in any further requirement for policy modifications hence 
Natural England is satisfied that there is no requirement to update the interim SoCG. 
 
16. Are Policies LP20 and LP30 flexible, justified, and worded in such a manner as to 
be effective? What impact will it have on the viability of developments, and is it 
consistent with national policy?  
Subject to implementation of the proposed modifications, as set out in the interim SoCG, 
Natural England is satisfied that policies LP20 and LP30 are justified, effective and 
consistent with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  
 
As indicated in our response to the Proposed Submission consultation, in our letter dated 19 
December 2017 (ref. 230728 and 231220), we would welcome a commitment by the 
Council, within Policy LP20, to support the proposed revision to the Cambridgeshire Green 
Infrastructure Strategy and its adoption as an SPD. We also recommend that the policy 
include a requirement (rather than just an expectation) for all housing development to 
implement, or provide appropriate financial contribution towards implementation, of the 
objectives of the current / revised Green Infrastructure Strategy. This will ensure that the 
Plan takes a more ambitious and strategic approach to addressing the impacts of increased 
recreational pressure across the wider green infrastructure network. This is needed, in light 
of significant proposed growth, to ensure the green infrastructure network adequately buffers 
and improves the resilience of designated sites including Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSs) and County Wildlife Sites (CWSs) and has sufficient capacity to absorb the additional 
demand for recreation.  
 
Natural England also advises that developers be signposted to the ‘Opportunity Areas’ of the 
Cambridgeshire GI Strategy, such as Wicken Fen, Chippenham Fen and Ely Ouse target 
areas, through their inclusion on the Draft Policies Map.  
 
We advise that a minor amendment is required to Policy LP30, bullet point i) as follows: 
 

i. Access and visitor management measures within the SAC European site; 

 
Cheryl Allibone 
Cambridgeshire Team Leader 


