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14th March 2018 

 

Dear Mr Kay 

INSPECTOR’S INITIALQUESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

SUBMITTED EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE LOCAL PLAN 2016-2036 

As you know, I have been appointed to examine the recently submitted East 

Cambridgeshire Local Plan. After my initial brief overview of the submitted 

documents and the representations which have been made, I have noticed a 

number of areas where you may be intending to carry out additional work prior to 

the hearings.  

For example, the Environment Agency has raised concerns about the 

completeness of the Water Cycle Study which accompanied the submitted plan, 

as well as the implications of the Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment on the 

site specific policies.  

I am also aware that the Wildlife Trust does not consider that the screening report 

for the Habitats Regulation Assessment has adequately assessed the combined or 

cumulative effects of the proposed developments on the international 

conservation sites, such as Wicken Fen, Devil’s Dyke and Breckland.  It appears 

Natural England shares this concern in relation to the Submitted Plan’s ability to 

sufficiently mitigate potential adverse impacts of the proposed new housing 

developments.  

In addition, Historic England has raised a number of site specific queries and I am 

aware the County Council considers that the transport evidence base requires 

strengthening.   

Could the Council confirm if it is intending to undertake further work on the above? 

If so, could you provide me, via the Programme Officer, with an indication of how 

long you would envisage that this would take? Statements of Common Ground are 

particularly encouraged between the Council and statutory agencies. 

This would help me in my drafting of my initial Matters, Issues and Questions. At 

this early stage, I expect them to cover matters of strategic significance and legal 
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matters. Please do not hesitate to contact me, via the Programme Officer, if you 

have any queries on the above. 

I would stress that this letter represents my initial assessment of the submitted 

Local Plan, and does not represent all of the issues which I am in the process of 

identifying.  However, I feel that it is important to provide you with the opportunity 

to address these issues, as soon as possible, to help my consideration of the 

soundness of the Plan.  I may have further questions to which I would like answers 

prior to my formulating my formal Matters Issues and Questions.   

I look to hearing from you in due course.  

Yours Sincerely  

Louise Nurser  

INSPECTOR 


