
Economic Development Team  
East Cambridgeshire District Council  

	 Space to develop
	
	 The district of East Cambridgeshire provides room to grow, 	
	 with a wide range of sites available to suit different types 
	 of business:

n	 16 hectares of employment land are on offer in key 
	 strategic locations, including Ely, Soham and Littleport.
n	 All sites have good access to major road networks: 
	 the A10, A14, A142 and A11, as well as the region’s ports
	 and airports.

	 http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/docs/econdev/empsites.pdf

	 Growing opportunities
	
	 The City of Ely, at the heart of the district of East 		
	 Cambridgeshire, provides an affordable and accessible 
	 location for businesses, delivering a number of benefits:

n	 It is currently one of the fastest growing cities in Europe, 
	 with new opportunities opening up for businesses moving 
	 to the district and expanding markets for those already 	
	 established there.
n  The district population is predicted to rise to over 100,000 	
	 by 2031from its current level of 81,000, with new residents 	
	 attracted by employment opportunities and the lifestyle on 	
	 offer.

	 http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/docs/econdev/audit-genstat.pdf

East Cambridgeshire is now a 
popular choice as a business location. 
Famous for the heritage of its cathedral 
city of Ely and the internationally 
renowned horseracing capital 
Newmarket, the area benefits from 
its proximity to Cambridge and the 
dynamic expansion that has taken 
place in recent years.

An impressive and growing cluster 
of knowledge-based businesses 
now complement the existing range 
of agricultural, manufacturing and 
distribution companies already well 
established in the area.

So why choose East Cambridgeshire 
as a preferred location for your 
business?

East Cambridgeshire 
Means Business



	 Excellent quality of life

A recent MORI poll highlights East Cambridgeshire as 	
one of the six best places to live in the UK, scoring 87.7 out 	
of a total of 100 based on various quality of life indicators. 
Situated in the heart of the Fens, the district offers a range 
of benefits: 

n	 Competitively priced housing.
n	 Access to excellent independent and state schools.
n	 Variety of lifestyle choices with a good urban/rural mix.
n	 Historical cathedral city of Ely, surrounded by the natural 
	 heritage of the rural fens.

	 http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/docs/econdev/districtprofile.pdf

	 Skilled and adaptable workforce
	
	 The workforce of East Cambridgeshire is changing rapidly in 	
	 line with population growth as people move into the area 	
	 with a range of new skills. Businesses can harness the 
	 benefits of:

n	 Experienced and diverse labour pool including people with 	
	 skills in biotech, R&D and engineering.
n	 Proximity to the world-renowned University of Cambridge.
n	 Large numbers of graduates who move into the area each 	
	 year from the region’s universities.

	 http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/docs/econdev/audit-		
	 workforce.pdf

	 First class communication links

	 East Cambridgeshire is ideally located for access to London, 	
	 the Midlands and by air, train and sea to Europe.

n	 Just one hour away by train from London means that 
	 businesses can benefit from the proximity to Europe’s 	
	 financial centre without the cost of being located closer to 	
	 the capital. 
n	 The centre of Cambridge is only 16 miles away, 15 minutes 
	 by train.
n	 Ely rail station is an important UK rail interchange with 	
	 direct services to Norwich, the Midlands and the North.
n	 Four international airports are located in the region and 	
	 the district provides easy access to the UK’s seven major 	
	 seaports, all of which face mainland Europe. 

	 http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/html/buspages.asp?served=
	 52&title=Business +Transport&hier=Business

	 Part of Europe’s largest biotech and technology cluster

East Cambridgeshire is an integral part of the world-
renowned Cambridge high-tech phenomenon:

n	 Home to 3500 technology companies including global players 		
	 such as Microsoft, Intel and Kodak.
n	 Proximity to Cambridgeshire’s biotech cluster, the largest 		
	 outside the US, with companies located in the area including 		
	 Dako, Cambridge Life Sciences and Genesis Diagnostics.

	 http://www.erbi.co.uk

	 Home to the leading centre for horseracing

	 Newmarket is located to the south of the district, offering 
	 many business and leisure opportunities:

n	 The July Racecourse and many of the leading studs have 
	 created an established supply chain and growth of 
	 associated businesses.
n	 Newmarket is also home to a significant concentration 
	 of veterinary medicine and research based around the 
	 equine industry.

	 http://www.newmarketracecourses.co.uk
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